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CRUISE INTO PARADISE

More berthing for your buck!
Pay for 4 weeks & receive

1 week free
Use the 35 days at your leisure from
1/3/2017 – 1/11/2017
*Conditions apply

5c/L off Fuel
Pay for 3

stay for 5 on the hardstand

Use of resort facilities
Exclusive restaurant discounts
Exclusive offers from shipyard trades

Weekly happy hour at Sails Sports Bar

Mackay Marina Sales Office: Mulherin Dr, Mackay Harbour
reception@mackaymarina.com Ph: 07 4955 6855

www.mackaymarina.com

The cover photo:
Sunset at Ambon. The boat was out taking pictures of the
pretty lady at the bow. It was flattering that they used
BareBones for the background.
Attn TCP readers:
All web site and email addresses on ads are “HOT LINKED”.
Its so easy to check out advertisers!

Contributors

What’s your story?
It can’t be about you
without you!

Jon Hickling, SV Ruby Charlotte
John Nichols, SY Orient Express
Don McIntyre, SC Explorer
Stuart Mears, SY Velella
Bob Norson, SC BareBones
David & Georgina Straton, SC Nimrod
Sue Streeter, SY Pacifica
As always, TCP very much appreciates your letters and other contributions that
provides the rich forum of ideas, issues and news. For information on feature
contribution requirements and awards, see the TCP web site: “contributions” page.

LOOKING BACK AT TCP & THE BOATING COMMUNITY
IN AUSTRALIA TEN YEARS AGO
2007 was a big year for TCP. The cruising community was huge and very vocal. There were
excellent stories in every edition that kept us all entertained. Marina berths and boat sales were at a
high, several were building their own boats, especially catamarans and marine businesses were
doing very well. Cruisers were spending big on all the new beaut gadgets to make their journeys
more comfortable, of course depending on your pocketbook. The boat shows were very successful.
Even TCP had a booth at Sanctuary Cove Boat Show on the Gold Coast! Many were sending letters
and its important to mention here that this was the year that we began receiving letters from several
distressed boaties from other countries that they were being fined by Austtralia Customs.
So what has changed? Many world cruisers have sold their boats and become land lubbers - some
cruising in “land yachts”. Far less boaties are cruising long range and those kind of boats are going
cheaper than they ever have. There is very little boat building going on now - in Australia that is.
Most of the boat shows and businesses are hanging in there but many report little or no growth in
the last 10 years. But the one thing that hasn't changed much is Customs is still imposing fines
(see story inside and TCP website under “issues” for history on this subject), and MSQ is still
harassing cruisers and coddling charter operations.
On the good side of the last 10 years of boating, we all have the common need to get out there and
enjoy just floating around in our boats, whether its a 10 ft tinny or a 100 ft mega yacht!
Bob & Kay

The "Issues" Issue
This is a collection of articles from TCP #15 to #57
that illustrates the advocacy and educational thrust
of the paper’s content. This is by no means an
exhaustive or complete assemblage. It is a sampling
and reference to the high points.
www.thecoastalpassage.com/papers/issuesissue.pdf
TO DOWNLOAD PDF CLICK HERE:

For more see www.thecoastalpassage.com/issues.html
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All text, photos and drawings in this
publication are copyrighted (not to be used
without permission by author / photographer/
artist) by Robert Norson, The Coastal Passage.
Delivering contributions infers permission to
print. Contributions may be edited. Opinions
expressed by contributors are not necessarily
that of The Coastal Passage, & the editor
assumes no responsibility for the accuracy or
validity of information. Any party disputing
facts contained within
a feature
are
particularly invited to respond. Be prepared
to explain or reference your assertions.

LETTERS

Notice to contributors: All contributions that purport facts in a matter of possible contention, should be ready to provide
support for their assertions or the contribution may be refused at the discretion of the editor.
Anyone disputing a matter of fact in any part of TCP is invited to respond as long as the discussion remains one of fact
and the responding writer must also provide support for their assertions.
Personal attacks will not be published and rude or offensive mail will not get a response.

Hi Bob,

Thanks Bob,

I believe you are interested in stories that involve incidents with Australian
Border Force (ABF). I was the recipient of some of the ABF's hospitality on a
return voyage from Noumea.

After reading my story and taking all the facts into consideration, and my
obligations under (SOLAS), do you think I made the correct/safest
decision?"

You are no doubt familiar with Subsection 60(1) of the act and how there is
no defence permitted and how that section is applied in preference to
Subsection 58(1).

Hi John,

I have sent lengthy objections (3 in total) with large amounts of evidence,
all to no avail….of course. I would be happy to send those submissions to
you for your perusal
The event happened on 7th July, 2016.
Regards,
John Nichols, SY Orient Express
Hi John,
Yes please send your story and documents. Sharing your experience will
tend to prevent another from the same type of situation.
Bob
The Coastal Passage #82, February - March, 2017,

Absolutely. I don't think anyone has the right to second guess you in
the situation. Disagree perhaps but to prosecute on the opinion is
not on. And further, I would have made the same decision. On the
course you were sailing a diversion would have been ridiculous and
poor seamanship. We have been on the north end of Moreton Bay
and I remember thinking this would be a shit time for engine failure!
Cheers,
Bob

TCP readers:
See Johns full story of this within this edition.

More

LETTERS
Hello,

I heard about the book "Boatowner's Mechanical
and Electrical Manual: How to Maintain, Repair,
and Improve Your Boat's Essential Systems by
Nigel Calder", which I am planning to acquire.
Great job and thank you for sharing your
experience in building it.
Cheers,
Fabio

There are no BareBones videos on plumbing or
electricals and stuff. That is usually done on a one
off basis by the builder or contracted out to a
professional.
I recommend the former but
experience would be useful. Calders book is a good
reference.
Going further is work on my part but I could justify
it by making your letter and my response into a
feature in The Coastal Passage:
(www.thecoastalpassage.com ).
If so, how about telling us more about yourself. A
photo of you? What your goals would be for the
boat? Long range cruising? Local racing? How
many aboard? Where are you located? Anything
else?
BareBones is currently in Asia after a lot of hard
cruising and a 600 nm ocean race where the boat
did well.

Hello Fabio,
You are on the right track except you should start
gathering sailing experience as fast as you can.
There are people who have built boats only to
discovery they don't enjoy the sailing of them.
Offer to crew on
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The buildacat website will be updated as time
allows.
Cheers,
Bob Norson
continued next page...

www.diamonddeck.com.au

www.diamonddeck.com.au

I came across your project blog
http://buildacatamaran.com/bblog.html and I
really enjoyed reading about the building process.
I am thinking about building a catamaran but my
sailing experience is minimal and based upon what
I am seeing and reading about the process; there
is a lot to learn. Do you have details (pictures or
videos) of the internal details, such as mechanical,
electrical and plumbing, etc

anything but particularly multihulls.

More

LETTERS

www.diamonddeck.com.au/stockists/

Hi Bob, Happy New Year!
Apologies for the delay in replying. I have been looking for sailing boats on www.crewbay.com to become
part of the crew and gain sailing experience. I am originally from Sao Paulo, Brazil but I have been living in
Chicago, USA for the past 17 years. There are more info and pics about me here:
http://www.crewbay.com/profile-crew/61790
In terms of plan, I would like to do some offshore cruising before relocating to a warmer place and live
aboard. I think cats are much more comfortable than mono, but I don't want something too big or
cumbersome that will hinder performance (not interested in a house on the water), maybe a 38 foot
would be more than enough. I became a scuba diver instructor ( PADI) few years ago, but never had time
to work on the field. So scuba gear should be a must on the boat (extra weight unfortunately).
Happy sailing! Cheers,
Fabio
Hi Fabio,
38 feet would be adequate for a live aboard with diving gear. BareBones carries a heavy load of gear,
much of it un-needed as it turns out. The construction is light so more forgiving of an excess of gear, up
to a point. It does sound like a boat that would suit you as far as you know for now. When you get closer
to commencement, we can start talking details of dimension and build procedure and how to tailor to your
specific needs. Also I can provide information on materials, where to purchase, costs etc.
BareBones was never intended to be revolutionary but rather a set of conventional ideas that hit a target
that I felt had been overlooked by the trade.
And happy new year to you. Cheers,
Bob
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www.diamonddeck.com.au/stockists/
enquiries@diamonddeck.com.au

More

LETTERS

“TCP's finding mates service”
Dear TCP,
I came across an article by Bob Norson about the Squatter's Arms and Phil
Wray. I knew Philip (one L) for many years when we worked together in
Germany. I moved away and we slowly lost contact as it sometimes happens.
For many years I have trolled the Internet searching for Phil and when I saw
your article I instantly recognised him even after about 40 years.
Would it be possible for you to pass on my contact information to Phil and let
him know that I have often wondered how he was?
Thanks and all the best,
Gordon Birt

Hi Gordon,

MARINE INSURANCE
Are you getting the run-a-round trying to find the right cover?
DG Marine is able to help!

From Ferro to Multihulls(including Blue Water Cruising)

Also Third Party only!
get an online quote:

www.dgmarine.com.au

Sorry to say I cannot find Phils contact details, so as you agreed lets see if Phil
is reading TCP or someone who knows him can let him know you are trying to
contact him.
If you are reading this Phil, just contact TCP: mail@thecoastalpasssage.com
and we will send you Gordons details.
Cheers,
Bob
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DG Marine - Australian Distributor
dgmarine@bigpond.net.au
0438 563 164

An excerpt from “Living in the ‘Out Front’ of Australia”
Mortgages, bills, hermits and islands
By Jon Hickling, SV Ruby Charlotte
Cairns, far north Queensland, early 1989.
The scratched and battered cherry red ex-rental Mini Moke stopped in the drive way
of our house, the engine still running. I descended down the timber steps of the high
set Queensland style building, Jacob, our 13 month old son suspended on my hip, the
time was 6.30am.
My wife Liz had just returned from another nights work as a registered nurse at the
Cairns Mater Private hospital. We exchanged a brief kiss while I handed an excited,
squirming boy over to his obviously tired mum.
Already dressed in my First Mate's white work uniform, I hopped into the Moke and
was soon out of the driveway on my way to work on a sail charter boat doing day trips
out to the Great Barrier Reef.
Like most young married couples we were struggling to meet mortgage re-payments,
raise a young child, run a car and cope with all the other expenses and stresses that
seem to go hand in hand with living in the modern world.
Liz had to spend her days looking after Jacob and trying to catch up on as much
sleep as possible before her next night shift started. This worked because Jacob still
had two good sleeps per day. When I returned from work, usually about 6pm, I could
take over looking after Jacob so Liz could go to bed for a further 3-4 hours before her
next shift commenced. This was our life at age 27 (me) and 28 (Liz). We hadn't always
lived a 'normal' life . . .
continued next page... Jon & Liz Hickling with son Jacob in early 1989
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“Living in the ‘Out Front’ of Australia”

I was born and bred in Wetherby
West Yorkshire, England. I left school
at 16 and started work at an electrical
wholesaler in the nearby city of Leeds.
Five years later, aged twenty-one, I
was still working in the same industry
only this time in the family business. I
was a sales 'rep'; suit, tie, company
car, brief case; the works. My future
appeared to be securely mapped out
for me.

Sea Cloud

Liz, at the opposite end of my known
universe, grew up in the Australian
southern highlands of New South
Wales. Her family had a sheep and
cattle property in the Berrima District.
She went to a private girls' school,
then worked at the local pharmacy
and later, trained as a nurse in
Sydney.
We had both travelled and worked
overseas for quite a few years before we actually met. I left England in 1983
aged 21; it was my dream to travel around Europe for three months, before
returning to spend the rest of my days working in the family business. Little
did I know it would be 18 months before I next went home! I flew to
Athens, Greece where I dreamed of finding a job on a yacht to sail the
Aegean Sea. I must have seen a tourist brochure with a bikini babe on a
yacht and was hoping to meet her! I had no sailing experience at all.

After a week of applying at the marinas north
and south of Piraeus, I came across a 155 foot
(48M) gaff rigged schooner called 'Te Vega'
built by Krupp's shipyard Germany in 1931,
which had just taken a berth. I enquired
aboard about work, embellishing and generally
bullshitting about my non-existent experience.
A few days later I shipped aboard as a deck
hand. Te Vega soon sailed to the isle of Crete
where I began my apprenticeship in the
traditional boat and tall ship fraternity.
Some six months later, I jumped ship for a job
aboard an even bigger boat a 365ft four
masted tall ship called Sea Cloud. This
grandiose vessel had also been built in
Germany at the Krupp's yard in '1931' as a
wedding present from a wealthy finance
millionaire to his fiancé. In 1983 the ship was
owned by a group of German businessmen and
operated as a luxury charter vessel.
I joined the ship at the Greek island of
Rhodes and ended up sailing around the Mediterranean, Aegean and Black
Seas, finally crossing the Atlantic to the Caribbean and back to Europe. I
started as a deckhand, soon being promoted to O.S (ordinary seaman) then
to an A.B (able bodied seaman) then a Rigger and Mast Captain. After the
2nd of two separate 10 month contracts I left the ship in Las Palmas,
Canary Islands with over 35,000 sea miles under my belt.
continued next page...
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“Living in the ‘Out Front’ of Australia”

After a brief 2nd visit home to the UK for
Christmas, I still found I had the adventure and
travel bug seething in my veins. Before I could
leave again I had to build up my travel kitty. This I
did by doing a brief stint working in an
underground WWII munitions bunker which was
being used for the 'returns' from a local mail order
company.
Surviving the freezing winter conditions in this
unheated cement foxhole, I managed to scrape
enough money together to buy a plane ticket out
of England and flew to the east coast of the U.S.A.
I had grown to love the Tall Ships, Traditional
Boats and the sea. Whenever I was visiting any
water front, I would spy out the timber spars and
traditional rigs. While at Newport Rhode Island I
shipped aboard a 120 foot three masted Baltic
schooner called 'Alexandria' that was sailing down
the east coast to Norfolk, Virginia.

Main Mast crew October 1983: Left to right: Me...Knife in
teeth, Joe: the ‘obnoxious’, ‘Whinging Don’: Dave, ‘Wood
Chops’: Sabin, ‘Dogs Knob’: Jens, ‘Abbey Normal’, Mast
Captain ‘Hot lips’ Myer and Third Mate Tim, ‘The Mo’ Meyer.

Three weeks later I left the ship and got a 'drive away' car delivery to Los
Angeles on the west coast. It took six days to drive the Triumph Spitfire soft
top from east to west on Route 66. I arrived in LA with just enough money
to fund a Grey Hound bus trip up to San Francisco. Thanks to an ex-ship
mate (Dale Goff) I soon had work and accommodation in Sausalito, and met
an incredible array of wonderful Traditional and Classic boat people (Jim
Linderman, Charlie Parker, Harold Sommers to name a few). I worked and
sailed on some of the most beautiful Classic boats such as the 90 foot
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Liz steering Eye of the Wind

schooner Wanderbird, the 140 foot topsail schooner Californian and the 120
foot three masted topsail schooner, the Jacqueline.
Although our paths could almost have crossed in several countries, Liz and
I didn't meet until late 1986. After a short delivery trip from San Francisco
to Vancouver, Canada aboard the replica of HMAV Bounty, (built for the
1984 Movie featuring Mel Gibson) one of the crew gave me the contact
address for a ship operating in Australia. Fate dealt her hand as Liz and I
both applied for jobs aboard the beautiful 130 foot square-rigged tall ship
called Eye of the Wind.
continued next page...

“Living in the ‘Out Front’ of Australia”

The Eye, built in 1911 in
Germany as a sailing cargo
ship, had been converted to a
sail training dive charter vessel
and was plying the waters of
the Southern Hemisphere,
Pacific and Coral Sea. It was
during our six-month stint
aboard this romantic tall ship
that we fell in love.

Australia as a Permanent Resident. Within days of
the approval we discovered Liz had fallen pregnant.
Our baby was conceived aboard a 100 year old
William Fife Ketch called Maude that we had been
living on and had nearly bought. We decided to
name our son 'Jacob' after the ladder at the top of
a tall ship's mast. Months later back in Australia we
visited the Eye of the Wind when she arrived in
Sydney for a brief visit. I managed to get Liz alone
on the back deck and standing next to the
magnificent timber wheel I knelt on one knee and
proposed. Jacob Tristan Hickling was born on the
2/2/88 in Bowral N.S.W.

We joined the ship in Cairns,
far north Queensland. I arrived
completely exhausted having
flown from San Francisco to the
UK then a few days later onto
Liz and I were married aboard the Eye at Darling
Sydney. The trip from London to
Harbour, Sydney during the height of the First Fleet
Sydney took a mere 60 hours of Getting married on The Eye of the Wind, 1988
Re-enactment for the Bi-centennial in 1988. We
David Toohey photo
travel! Once in Australia, I had
asked the owner/skipper, the legendary 'Capt. Tiger
8 hours respite before I was on
Timbs,' if we could have the ceremony aboard to
a coach for another 55 hours direct to Cairns. The Eye of the Wind sailed
which he readily agreed, but said we had to marry
later that same morning I arrived, bound for Cooktown, Lizard Island, the
within the next seven days!
Torres Strait, the Kimberly and finally down the western coast to Fremantle
where the 1987 America's Cup Challenge was being staged.
With only a week to organise things we decided, on the spur of the
moment, to go in fancy dress and chose to wear period costumes; I a British
After a memorable 6 months on board Liz and I had become a 'couple'. We
red coat army uniform and Liz an off the shoulder large hoop dress. Lots of
left the ship in Fremantle. My Australian visa was due to expire so we did a
tourists were taking our photos as we obviously looked like part of the
66 hour coach trip to Sydney and then flew to New Zealand. We worked in
organised Bi-centennial festivities. It was a lot of fun with friends and
Auckland through the winter. After we reached our 12 month anniversary I
family. Plenty of champagne flowed and Jacob slept the entire night!
applied for, and was granted, a De Facto Visa enabling me to return to
continued next page...
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“Living in the ‘Out Front’ of Australia”

We spent the next six months living
in the southern highlands of N.S.W. I
had a job as a dishwasher in a local
hotel. The job helped pay the bills but
was mind numbingly boring, I
survived by daydreaming of billowing
sails, aqua blue seas, tropical islands
and exotic palm trees.
Liz and I talked often with each
other about travel; we still had itchy
feet and we both wanted to return to
the warmth of the tropics. We bit the
bullet, bought a camper van packed
up our worldly belongings and drove
up the east coast of Australia to
Cairns, “ Far North Queensland”.
We soon found work, got a mortgage
and bought the dream house.

The A Frame and the Tree House, circa 1989

The downside was we had really annoying neighbours who had a dog
called Spot that howled all night. We were not quite the typical nuclear
family but it was as close to 'normal' as we have ever been.
My first job was with a large charter company taking tourists out to the
Barrier Reef on an aluminium catamaran, I commuted the 60 mile round
trip to Port Douglas five days a week. I soon tired of riding my Honda 90
step-through scooter that great distance, so took a job as First Mate aboard
a 100 foot sailing catamaran at Cairns. Liz easily found work at the local
hospital where she arranged to work nights.

By early 1989 we were desperate for the freedom that travel and
adventure had once given us. We felt we had lost the spontaneity in our
lives, our future seemed predictable; we were to be slaves to loan
payments and monthly bills. Then one day a letter arrived in the mail that
threw a spanner in the works of predictability and proved to be another
turning point in our lives.
In 1985 a year before we met, Liz had just returned from her overseas
travels and had crewed aboard a yacht sailing down the east coast of
Australia. While off the central Coral Coast, the yacht had stopped at an
isolated island 70 nautical miles S.E. of Mackay, Queensland. This island, all
5,000 acres of it, was unique in that it had a sole inhabitant, an ageing
Englishman called Andrew Martin who had been living on the island, mainly
alone, since he purchased the lease in early 1964.
continued next page...
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“Living in the ‘Out Front’ of Australia”

Middle Percy is the largest island in a group of three that bear the
name Percy. The closest point of mainland Australia is 32 miles
away. Captain Cook in 1770 saw the islands from afar and called
the whole ensemble, some 80 islands, the 'Northumberland Group'
after a Duke in England. It was Matthew Flinders who sailed past in
1802 and named individual islands after the duke's family.
The main anchorage at Middle Percy Island (Percy was the duke's
family name) is called West Bay and it has a gorgeous fine white
sand beach decorated with well-established coconut palms. Set
back from the fringing trees is a large corrugated iron clad A-frame
building. This impressive structure was built mainly by passing
yachtsmen and women under the strict supervision of the
aforementioned Mr. Martin. It took several years to complete and
when finished was christened 'The Percy Hilton'.
Andy instigated the construction of the A-frame in the mid 1970's
for the use of the cruising plus an upstairs area with beds and
bedding. A small emporium for the island produce from Andy's
cottage industry was also incorporated. Any purchases made, the
monies were deposited into an 'honesty box' and collected
fortnightly.
Andy also organised the construction of the large Tree House
situated just off the beach. This three-story structure was built of bush
timber, bamboo, corrugated iron and platted coconut fronds. It had an
elevated view of the beach, an outdoor kitchen, kerosene fridge and basic
furniture. Originally it was to have been for kids to play in but the finished
product was too good, so it became a place for visitors to stay.

The Homestead, circa 1995

The skipper of the yacht that brought Liz to the island proved to be a
lecherous drunkard and the four female crew members all decided to jump
ship at the next port of call or anchorage, where ever it might be! It turned
out to be Middle Percy Island. Andy welcomed the girls and offered the Tree
House as a place for them to stay until they could procure a lift off the island
with another yacht.
continued next page...

The Coastal Passage #82, February - March, 2017,

“Living in the ‘Out Front’ of Australia”

Two of the girls found a lift off within a couple of
days leaving Liz and the other remaining crew
member, Susie Spittle. Liz and Susie offered to help
Andy around the island farm as payment for food
and board.
Daily, Liz and Susie walked the 1½ miles up the
rough 'short track' that started at the island's unique
tidal lagoon, skirted the mangroves and climbed
steeply up to the Homestead. Once there they
helped Andy to work in the islands garden, bake
bread, shoot goats for meat and generally be
involved with the cottage industry that Andy had
created to earn a meagre living.
This alternative, self-sufficient lifestyle and the
altruism that Andy displayed made a deep
impression on Liz. She dreamt about one day
returning to Percy Island to live and build a stone
house.
Four years later married with a small child, a
mortgage, house, car, rates, electricity and phone
bills to pay, that dream had all but faded away.
Liz had maintained sporadic correspondence with
Andy since her visit in 1985 and kept him up to date
with news in her life and he, in return, news of the
island. It was a letter from Andy that arrived in early
1989 that set Liz and I on another life changing
experience.
continued next page...
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Ruby Charlotte anchored at West Bay, Middle Percy Island

“Living in the ‘Out Front’ of Australia”

A NOTE FROM BOB:
For those that aren't familiar with the history. Jon, Liz and family have played an
important part at one of the most fascinating sailing destinations on the planet.
Middle Percy Island has seen it all.
To get an idea of the history of the place, see the TCP website:
www.thecoastalpassage.com/thepercystory.html
Also, the world's sailing community needs to recognise the work that continues on the
island by Cate and John to preserve the magic.
When you step ashore at West Bay, you tread on sailing's holy ground.

Living in the ‘Out Front’
of Australia
Jon is printing and binding
these books - here are a few
photos he sent.

And

‘Past to Present’
A History of the Percy Islands
can be purchased by emailing Jon at:
rubycharlotte@hotmail.com
‘Living’: $65au inc gst plus s&h
‘Past to Present’: $75au inc gst plus s&h
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“Safety First?”

Commercial vessels all over the world have signs in large letters
in English “Safety First” on the most prominent position possible.
Should the signs add, “Except yachts entering Australia”?

John Nichols of SY Orient Express practised “Safety First” upon entering Australia and he got punished for it.
This article relates to an incident with the
Australian Border Force (ABF, also known as
Customs), on 7th July 2016.
I have tried to keep the story as concise as
possible but it was difficult to keep it really
brief because of some of the complexities of
the saga.
The purpose is to firstly warn sailors entering
Australia and secondly to alert all Australians
of the total and unchallengeable power the
ABF has and the effect that has on sea
safety.
It was late June and I was in Noumea
waiting for a “weather window” and
preparing to sail the second part of a voyage
from Fiji to Australia.
All the required documents had been
completed and emailed to Yacht Report, well
in advance of my possible departure date
and confirmation had been received from
ABF.
continued next page...
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John

“Safety First?”
My sail plan, weather routing, personal emails and official documents stated
drained from the operations tank, the engine pump drained and primed, etc.
that I was intending to sail to Rivergate Marina in Brisbane. My ETA at that
and eventually the Perkins kicked into life.
time put me into Brisbane on a Sunday. I
Unfortunately, it only ran for about 30 minutes
advised ABF of this, they emailed me
and
so I had to repeat the previous exercise,
“About
30
minutes
after
the
fuel
transfer
the
engine
saying that would be OK and they would
but this time, I dumped 20 L of contaminated
started to belch white smoke and then stopped.”
organise a berth at Rivergate Marina and
fuel from the operations tank drain. Then with a
they would also advise Biosecurity.
little more persuasion than before, it started.
I also contacted Southport Yacht Club (SYC) and requested a berth
As you are aware, a propulsion engine does a lot more than just move the
commencing sometime (to be advised) after I arrived in Brisbane.
boat, it is used for hydraulics, battery charging, bilge pumping and
refrigeration. Some of these systems can also be duplicated with the
The weather, of course, didn't play the game and I eventually departed
generator, however, I was reluctant to use it until absolutely necessary,
Noumea on Thursday, 30th June. On the previous day, the ABF had been
because of the potential to spread the fuel contamination problem.
advised of this change and were given an amended Brisbane ETA of Tuesday
5th July.
Although this type of situation in the middle of the Coral Sea is not life
threatening, an engine failure would represent a very significant problem
On leaving Noumea we topped up the fuel and set the De Lorme “inReach”
when
navigating through Moreton Bay, and it would be even worse if this
satellite transponder to transmit our position at 4 hourly intervals. This
happened in poor weather conditions.
information would then available on their website.
After clearing the reef pass I engaged the auto pilot nav system to follow
the great circle route to Moreton Bay chased by a stiff SE breeze.
At almost the halfway point, approx. 380nm from Noumea, and near Capel
Bank, I transferred about 100 L of fuel from one of the four storage tanks
into the operations tank. That storage tank had been filled in Fiji, but all
tanks at some time had contained Fiji fuel. About 30 minutes after the fuel
transfer the engine started to belch white smoke and then stopped.
Both primary and secondary filters were checked and found to be almost
totally filled with fresh water. The elements were changed, about 10 L
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I rang my partner (via satellite phone) to advise her of the problem and
asked her to ring the ABF to find out what my options were with respect to
their protocols. She was told that in an emergency I could go to the closest
port. My partner also kept a phone log of date, time, personnel, and content
of conversation, plus all emails had been cc'd to her. So I genuinely believed
that I was given approval to go to the closest port, which also happened to
be the safest and most suitable port. I believed it because it made sense
and it was a practical solution to the problem.
I should have known better!
continued next page...

“Safety First?”
This belief played a significant part in the operational decision that I
ultimately made to go to Southport, and the ABF information did not
preclude me from taking the safest option.

waves and current meant beating and tacking were required. So in real
terms it was actually further than Brisbane or Southport. I also had a sick
crewman who was not, at that stage, responding to medication.

What the ABF officer neglected to say, but
what is absolutely relevant and factual is:
“You can go to the closest port in an
emergency BUT if it is not a designated
port, as defined by the Customs Act, you
will be fined and or prosecuted”.

2. Brisbane: This I also concluded was not an
ideal choice under the circumstances due to the
large and frequent commercial traffic and
extensive shoal areas. I had to assume that an
engine failure was entirely likely and if this was
mixed with some adverse weather the
consequences could have been “unpleasant”.

I also had to take into consideration my obligations
under the SOLAS agreement, which is something I
take very seriously.

The ramifications of the ABF not disclosing this information, whether it was
deliberate or an act of incompetence are relevant, as the ABF took full
advantage of me believing that I had its consent to enter Southport without
any recriminations.
I now believe that I have been the unsuspecting victim of an entrapment
situation and as you will see later this is reinforced by the fact that just by
entering Southport I was in contravention of the Customs Act, irrespective
of any reason whatsoever, valid or otherwise. Reasons of safety are no
defence, and the $2700 fine imposed is payable regardless.
It also may be possible that these actions by the ABF and its officers are in
contravention of Marine Order 21 of Australian Martime Safety Authority
(AMSA) which is considered to be an extremely serious matter and
something I am yet to fully investigate.
The way I saw it, I had three choices:
1. Return to Noumea: Although slightly geographically closer, the wind,
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3. Southport: It was the closest port and by far the safest to navigate.
I also had to take into consideration my obligations under the Safety of Life
at Sea (SOLAS) agreement, which is something I take very seriously. The
primary responsibility of a master of a vessel on the high seas is to the
safety of the vessel and the crew.
Weighing up all the options I decided to take the safest option, by far, and
go to Southport. My partner was contacted and she again rang the ABF and
advised them of my decision, my position and a possible ETA. SYC was also
advised of my change of plans.
To change my route and navigate to Southport I had to call up my
Australian outbound route, reverse its direction, manipulate some waypoints
to get around Capel Bank, make some autopilot adjustments and trim the
sails.
continued next page...

“Safety First?”
The voyage proceeded without
further trouble. The filter water traps
were monitored regularly and
drained as required. The engine
missed or slowed on occasions but,
kept going.
About 100nm off the coast on 5th
July we were hit by a very severe
east coast low. Winds were from the
west and 45 kt plus, seas were
confused but mostly NW and 6m
plus with large amounts of water
over the boat. I have been sailing 50
years and this is as bad as I have
experienced.
To try to improve the situation, I
headed more south in an attempt to increase boat speed and get some
protection from the lee of the coast. I was able to get some BOM forecasts,
(which were not good), via my partner who also rang the ABF to advise
them of the situation, my position and extend the ETA.
One can only speculate, but I am wondering that if I had an ABF officer or
two on board at this time whether they would have preferred to go to
Brisbane?
By the morning of the 7th July I was abeam Burleigh but getting some
coastal protection. The wind was down to 35 kt west and seas WNW at 3 m.
I was able to get some north into my heading which improved as I neared
the coast.
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I contacted Southport Seaway tower (via
VHF) to get a forecast and let them know I
was coming. I rang ABF, gave them my
position and ETA for both the Seaway and
Southport Yacht Club (SYC) marina. They
replied that they would advise the
appropriate officers.
So that was the voyage. If that was
not bad enough, the aftermath is
unbelievable, but this is it:
After about a two hour wait at the
Southport Yacht Club (SYC) Marina, three
ABF officers arrived. Some paperwork was
completed and I was asked many questions
Orient Express which related to the incidents I have
described above. I agreed to make a formal
statement as I had nothing to hide, I was
however chronically sleep deprived and possibly not at my best, but I just
wanted to get it over with and get some sleep.
After some phone calls by the senior ABF officer and some more waiting
another two officers arrived. One appeared to be more senior, the other a
tech guru. I then had five heavily armed ABF officers on the vessel with
attitudes ranging from unfriendly to belligerent. In an attempt to expedite
the process I showed the tech guy the computer, called up the routes,
showed the route changes, the tracks and the electronic log.
My crewman, who is studying for his Master 5, kept a written log of the
voyage. This log was offered to the officers, but was rejected and this
surprised me.
continued next page...

“Safety First?”
After a few more repeated questions I was escorted off the vessel by the
two most senior officers and we proceeded to the SYC where they had set
up a full on recording and interview area.

would have revealed those facts and saved them from this embarrassing
situation, which also showcased their level of competency? It did nothing
however to prevent them from proceeding to make unsubstantiated and
unsustainable allegations.

Immediately after leaving the vessel I
“It appears to me that the ABF's methods of operation
asked the most senior officer, “what was
It appears to me that the ABF's methods of
are such that when they encounter an old, slow moving,
this all about?” He replied that he believed
operation
are such that when they encounter an
super soft target, it's time to put the boot in!”
it was always my intention to sail to
old, slow moving, super soft target, it's time to
Southport because it was my home port. I
put the boot in!
had in fact not been to Southport for over
two years. This nevertheless caught me off guard and with the ordeals of
In my absence from the vessel the remaining three officers carried out a
the last few days still vivid in my memory I replied, “You can't possibly be
comprehensive search. The tech guy remarked to my crewman that he
serious?” I may not have used those exact words but I'm sure you know
could see that there was water in the filters. There was also an unusual icon
where I'm coming from.
remaining on the computer screen so I believe that he took copies of some
This mindset of his persisted right through the entire interrogation process.
After being read my rights and again believing that I had done nothing
wrong I waived my rights to legal representation. This was possibly a
mistake, in hindsight.
One of the first questions I was asked was, “Did you make a reservation for
a berth at Rivergate Marina?” I replied that I had not. There were smiles all
round. The following coup de grace question was of course, “Why not?”
When I replied that one of their officers had offered to make the booking at
Rivergate Marina for me and also advise Biosecurity of my Brisbane arrival
information and that I had the emails to prove it, the smiles disappeared.
There was then some discussion between themselves that they should get
copies of those emails.
As I had only ever been in contact with one ABF officer by email, don't you
think that even the most basic and rudimentary preparatory investigation
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of my computer files, obviously without my permission.
On our return, the officers on the vessel were asked by the senior officer,
(who was almost out of earshot), if they found anything? They shook their
heads and quietly said, “No”.
My crewman and I were then both warned not to leave the vessel under any
circumstances as this would be a breach of an incredibly strict Biosecurity
law. Reflecting on this, I was as confused as you probably are. I eventually
had to conclude that whilst I was in the presence of ABF officers I
represented no Biosecurity threat, and Australia was safe. Why wasn't my
interrogation carried out on board, I wondered.
After they left the boat I said to my crewman, “what in the hell was that all
about?” “Welcome back to Australia”, he replied.
continued next page...

“Safety First?”
Mid morning the following day, three biosecurity officers arrived. What a
I, like most of you, am not all that familiar with this particular subsection of
totally different attitude they had. They were courteous and friendly but
the act, so I was relying on the information supplied to me by the ABF and
nevertheless thorough and professional. They were joined a little time later
as mentioned several times before, I was of course convinced that I had its
by two more senior officers. These people, unlike
approval to enter Southport.
the ABF personnel, had an understanding of
“A letter was also received from ABF stating
I replied to the infringement notice with a
boating and an immediate appreciation
that I was fined $2700 for contravening
request for the matter to be reviewed and
of the situation.
subsection 60(1) of the Customs Act 1901.”
dismissed. My submission was a six page report
You would think that given the number of exotic
with ten attachments of supporting evidence.
species roaming around Australia, Biosecurity
This was rejected. In all I made three
would be the most upset at me arriving at a non-designated port. A couple
submissions, all were rejected. I also asked a number of questions in these
of weeks later I received a letter from Biosecurity saying that they would
submissions. None of my questions have ever been answered.
not be taking any action against me.
In my final submission to the ABF I replied to that subsection specifically as
It is unlike me to give gratuitous advice, BUT, what if; Special small craft
follows:
clearing teams could be set up to do immigration, customs and biosecurity
For me to comply with Subsection 60(1) I believe I had to attend a suitable
services. These could, hopefully, be administered by Biosecurity. I'm sure
boarding station, as defined by the Act, AND allow the vessel to be boarded.
that the three person Biosecurity teams that are now used, plus a dog could
As such a station does not exist at Southport, nor was I given an alternative
adequately and efficiently perform all those necessary duties.
boarding station by your officers, I therefore concluded that my stated
This would release the highly trained ABF officers with their special skill set
destination was acceptable as a boarding station, albeit, a temporary
and resources to be more efficiently used apprehending drug criminals and
boarding station.
the like, which according to most media sources is out of control.
Consequently, because a boarding station was not available or provided or
Hang in there not much more to go....but it is important.
nominated by your officers it was therefore not possible for me to strictly
comply with that part of the Subsection 60(1). I do believe that I did comply
A letter was also received from ABF stating that I was fined $2700 for
with the intent of the Act to the best of my abilities, i.e., I went to a publicly
contravening subsection 60(1) of the Customs Act 1901 which states:
accessible wharf which was known to your officers at the appointed time
and waited on board for them to arrive. When they arrived they were
The master of every ship from a place outside Australia bound to or calling
permitted
and did board the vessel as required by the second part of
at any port shall bring his or her ship to for boarding at a boarding station
subsection 60(1).
appointed for that port and shall permit his or her ship to be boarded.
continued next page...
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“Safety First?”
An offence against Subsection 60(1) is known as a “Strict Liability” offence
pursuant to section 6.1 of the Criminal Code. This in effect means that
there is no defence. Strict liability is the imposition of liability on a party
without having a finding of fault or intent to commit a negligent or unlawful
act. So my action of just sailing into Southport meant that I committed the
offence regardless of any valid reason whatsoever. The fact that I believed I
had ABF permission to do so and was affected by mechanical problems and
poor weather are immaterial.
It also appears that, as mentioned previously the fact that I was given false
or misleading information or that I was a victim of entrapment can also be
regarded by the ABF as irrelevant.
By entrapment, I mean that the ABF knowingly allowed me to enter
Southport and even though they had plenty of opportunity to do so, never
alerted me to the fact that I was committing a strict liability offence for
which I would be found guilty and fined heavily, and without any mitigating
circumstances ever being considered.
In my opinion, the actions by the ABF are as about as low as anyone can
go and it should be totally ashamed of and embarrassed by its actions.
After allowing the fuel to settle for about a week I cleaned out the tanks
and removed over 100 L of water contaminated fuel, most of which was
water. I have now installed a filter water trap alarm, and vowed to always
use a “Baja” type filter when refuelling.
And so yes, with nowhere to go, I paid the fine.
My next action will be a submission for a ministerial review and
then.......Who knows?
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COMMENT FROM BOB NORSON
I am pleased that John got in touch with us on this. The principal is an
important one. Can a government desk jockey second guess a skipper on
matters of safety? Clearly safety was an issue on the voyage. Unexpected
mechanical issues due to contaminated fuel and particularly bad weather
combined to make congratulations in order for any skipper that gets the ship
home in one piece without rescue being required. How else can you define
good seamanship!? International convention and common sense dictate that
John had the power and responsibility to act as he saw fit. “SAFETY FIRST!”
continued next page...

“Safety First?”
With the schedule of fines it is a very tempting bait. They want
to make people cop it even though they may not agree they are
guilty of anything.
But John is objecting. An Australian showing spine. Johns
effort regardless of how this shakes out is a benefit to
every sailor and he deserves support.
John's concerns about Moreton Bay are well placed. The
channels between Moreton and Bribie Islands can be a terrible
bit of water when it is moderate elsewhere. Alan Lucas
comments on this in his cruising guide for Queensland. Shoals,
heavy shipping traffic, bad fuel.... no thank you. I have memory
of crabbing through Pearl Channel making for Scarborough in a
SE and thinking it would be a horrible times for engine failure!
It was almost calm in Mooloolaba and mill pond in Scarborough
at the same time.
And then there is fatigue. After a hard and eventful crossing of
the Coral Sea John managed to think his way to safety in an
environment that causes many mistakes.
What this shows is that Customs has not changed it's culture at
all in the last ten years. Right or wrong is irrelevant, it's can
they win. John's story illustrates the folly of proceeding as if
the truth will equate justice when in fact with these people,
volunteering information is a weakness to be exploited. Never
volunteer for one of their so-called interviews. If they ask, they
are looking for any bit to use against you and anything that
would benefit you will be ignored. TCP advises to refuse.
The Coastal Passage #82, February - March, 2017,

Orient Express happily sailing and hoping for more days like these...

They can not force you. Any attorney will tell you the same.
I would sail with John any time!

News Ten years ago TCP knew what other media are just working out
n
Views
By Bob Norson

I was reading an article in The Guardian by Carol Cadwalladr that noted a neo
nazi hate site was placing higher than any other source on a Google search that
began, “did the hol..” at which point Google would finish the term for you, “did
the holocaust happen” and opened up a page where the number one site was
telling all the enquirers that, nope, didn't happen.

But the new money is more important, the dark money that would never have
been spent on other media in the first place because it may be illegal,
defamatory or at least unsavory to the public, is handed to Google - in secret
to manipulate search results you assume to reflect the facts as found on the
web.

The author of the article reported that Google had been “gamed” but TCP knew
that wasn't the case at all. And so did a reporter at the Observer. That
publication got the results back to REALITY the Google way, they paid Google
money. They got a truthful wikipedia site on the subject on top of the “search”
results. They couldn't afford to keep it up though. It cost them about the
equivalent of $500AUD per day.

Ten years ago TCP was publishing as the first reports of atrocities of Australian
Customs Service, lately rebranded the more military name of “Border Force”,
were committed against cruising yachts entering Australia. Soon the first page
of Google search results for “Australian Customs” was filled with pages from
the TCP website. That went on for a few weeks and then overnight, all of TCP
pages vanished off Google search for Australian Customs. Other search
engines retained them for a time in top spots but soon our star faded in that
search as the power of Google was felt across the web.

When contacted Google responded that they were so sorry their algorithms
needed some fine tuning and the search results did quietly change over the
next days. But Barry Schwartz, the founder of Search Engine Roundtable
( https://www.seroundtable.com/ ), a long-standing industry site, said:
“There is no evidence of any change to the algorithm. We track these things
very carefully and there's nothing to suggest they have done anything.”
The question of the Holocaust may not seem that important to you (though it is
very important to others) but consider; Who has the most money available to
manipulate information? Your government! That should be important to
everyone.
Google is sucking money from the entire advertising spectrum. Print media is
being heavily affected.
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TCP sent a letter to Google in the USA via fax, asking if they manipulated
searches by removing links for money. It went unanswered but it now seems
the answer is obvious.
To this day Google results, thus all search engine results for this authors name
are obviously hand picked from an array of obscure or even fictional pages with
false quotes to create a negative image. It would be easy to fill this edition with
other examples.

continued next page...

News
n
Views Ten years ago continues...
Lately it was exposed in India that the
government was using paid for web trolls to
control information and debate. The Australian
government appears to have been doing that for
many years as well. As reported in TCP years ago,
“astroturfers”.
A recent study by Australian National University
revealed that:
Only 26% of people think the government can be
trusted, the lowest level since it was first
measured in 1969
40% of Australians were not satisfied with
democracy in Australia, the lowest level since the
period following the dismissal of Gough Whitlam
in the 1970s.
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/postcolonialblog/2015/oct/31/gough-whitlam-40-years-on-thedismissals-bastardry-still-intrigues

A record low level of interest (30%) in the 2016
election
Among other things, this author fears that
Australian culture could eventually implode from
government treachery and general apathy. Or
worse yet, that it may not.
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No rescue needed
An Aussie sailor and his six year old daughter caused
quite a stir by taking a slow voyage across the
Tasman sea.
Four days into the voyage they lost one rudder which
would account for slower progress. The boat was
reported to be 21 feet, small but there are reports of
this model of boat taking much longer voyages.
Reports in media were very negative calling the
departure from New Zealand a “disappearance” and
suggested that they left port with a the rudder
already broken: “Alan Langdon, and his daughter,
Que, spend 27 days sailing across the Tasman Sea in
a 21-foot catamaran with one broken rudder.”
Further in the reports was stated. “The Royal New
Zealand Air Force, Coast Guard and marine patrols
launched a massive aerial and sea search, scouring
an area as far as 65km offshore.” As the report
claimed the boat was not listed as missing for 10
days, an area of 65 k's offshore was doomed to
failure as they would have more likely been making
at least that in one day of light weather.
Further, a big deal was made of the fact that the boat
had not been in contact with NZ Coast Guard but
very likely the only radio that the vessel had would
have been VHF with a range of from 25 to 40 miles if
it had that. The voyage was a little over 1100 miles
direct.

According to the report published in The Guardian,
Interpol was alerted! Alan Langdon, the skipper
reported they were in no danger, had plenty of food,
they were happy and had seen many whales when
questioned in Ulladulla.
The report did grant that Langdon was an
experienced sailor and that the daughter Que had
spent much of her life aboard a boat. The report also
mentions that the mother, currently in Switzerland,
is in dispute over “access” to Que. Alan denies it is a
matter of custody.
NZ website www.stuff.co.nz
provided good
coverage, much more comprehensive than the
Australian press. According to their report Alan
Langdon's destination was Bay Of Islands but once
the rudder broke he opted for the downwind coast of
Australia. He reports that he had materials to repair
the rudder but no opportunity to take the time. The
Wharram Tiki 21 cat had a hand held GPS but no
radio.
When they landed in Australia they didn't know
where they were exactly, apparently no charts to fix
the coordinates to. He reports they had to row in.
Immediately upon landing Langdon fronted up to
police who were at the harbour who referred him to
the harbour master.

News
n
Views

Pacific nations lose shortwave radio services from Australia.
Other Nations don't agree and keep their services.

From ABC Australia news it was reported Jan 9, 2016 by Alexandra Wake that
the Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) has decided to cut shortwave
radio services to residents of remote parts of the Pacific, Papua New Guinea and
parts of Northern Australia by ceasing its shortwave radio services:
(http://about.abc.net.au/press-releases/shortwave-radio/) to the Pacific from
the end of January 2017. Government funding cuts saw Asian services turned off
in January 2015.
There were several facts and opinions in this article. Below are a few:
For almost 80 years, Australia has provided such shortwave services, including
vital emergency service information, to Asia and the Pacific.
The ABC has argued the shortwave transmissions, which can travel thousands of
kilometres and be picked up by low-cost transmitters run on batteries or solar
power, are outdated. The problem is, of course, that in remote places in the
Pacific, particularly in Melanesian nations such as Papua New Guinea, Vanuatu
and the Solomon Islands, there is no access to an FM signal, limited internet
and, where internet is available, it is expensive.
Advances in technology such as low-earth orbit satellites, which provide high
speed global internet services, show promise. But, as yet, the receiving
technology is expensive and the receivers aren't available in rural and remote
area.
Shortwave radio has played a valuable role in getting information to
communities in the middle of civil disturbance, such as in East Timor in the lead
up to independence.

It isn't just a matter of providing information to censored countries. Shortwave
also provides a reliable source of information, particularly during natural
disasters. Shortwave provides vital warnings of tsunamis to outlying island
nations. It was a lasting communication method after the 2004 Boxing Day
tsunami, and was vital in the response to 2015's Cyclone Pam, which devastated
Vanuatu. Shortwave transmissions go over mountains and seas, have a longer
range, and don't fall over and twist in storms like FM radio towers. FM is largely
unreliable in bad weather and only available in urban areas.
The cuts to the shortwave services at the ABC are just the latest in a long line of
budget savings to its international services. While other cuts to the broadcaster
garnered many headlines, the ABC has cut the shortwave, and also quietly
closed its Vietnamese, Khmer and Burmese language services on December 2,
2016.
The French-language service to the French Pacific is due to end in February
2017.
Thankfully for Pacific nations, while Australia is dialling back its shortwave
services, New Zealand's RNZ International is maintaining Pacific-wide
shortwave transmission.
The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) has also announced a major boost
to its international broadcasts, including producing shortwave radio
programmes for North Korea. In light of this, the BBC clearly recognises a need
to boost its international broadcasting, using shortwave to beat censors in
autocratic regimes.
It is a great shame for the Pacific that Australia no longer agrees.

Wide Bay Bar Blues

By Dave Straton, SC Nimrod
https://nimrodcat.blogspot.com.au/

For several years now, the movement of
sand on the Wide Bay Bar has meant that
the Hook Point directional light has guided
mariners dangerously close to a shallow
patch. The light has been adjusted by
rotating it towards the north, but it has
come to the end of its adjustment. To
move the light north along the Fraser
Island shore would cost money, and also
require the consent of the traditional
owners. It is also possible that the bar
might move south again, so the present
light would be kept in case that happened,
and a new one constructed.

Periodically Maritime Safety Queensland
(MSQ), which comes under the
Department of Transport and Main Roads,
conducts a survey of the bar, and prints it
as a Notice to Mariners on the MSQ
website, http://www.msq.qld.gov.au. Look
for Notices To Mariners (NTM), Capricorn
Coast, Maryborough Pilotage Area'. The
most recent survey was done in March
2016, and can be seen in notice 101 T of
2016.
continued next page...
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The dark blue patches are the shallow spots.
As you can see, the line of the directional light leads boats over a shallow patch. This has been the case for at least three years.

Wide Bay Bar Blues
The noble volunteers of Tin Can Bay Volunteer Coastguard have been under
the belief that they were obliged to recommend waypoints that fell on the
line of the leading light, so they have been responding to requests with the
following waypoints:
Wpt 1 Lat. 25° 47.45S. Long. 153° 08.40 E.
Wpt 2 Lat. 25° 47. 22S. Long. 153° 06.33 E.
You can see these waypoints on the image above. Both the waypoints and
the light take boats over the dangerous shallow spot.
So MSQ have printed a disclaimer on the Notice to Mariners as follows.
CAUTION: There may be insufficient water to safely navigate on the line of
the Hook Point directional light.
In addition, the Tin Can Bay Coastguard send an SMS to yachts seeking
advice which also contains a disclaimer:
Please refer to NTM 101 T 2016 for further information. The south bank
sand bar is creeping across the centre line of the bearing to the hook point
light, vessels should err to the north of the centre line by 100 to 150m of the
inbound/out bound track to clear this position.
We crossed the bar on 19th November 2016. It seemed very odd to me to be
given waypoints, but told not use them. Why not give out waypoints that are
as safe as possible? If one were navigating by the directional light, how can
one follow it if one is not on its line?
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I discussed this with some of the volunteers, and was led to understand that
they were obliged to give out the official waypoints, and that they had been
trying to get MSQ to change them.
There is a blog of a yacht 'Our Dreamtime' dated 15th August 2015, which is
revealing:
http://dreamtimesail.blogspot.com.au/2015/08/crossing-wide-baybar.html
The writer says:
'All very nice to be able to get this from the Government but it's a pity that if
you follow these instructions you'll have a better than fair chance of coming
to grief at Waypoint B as the sand bank moved about a year ago.’
'We'd heard that the sandbanks have moved on the bar and that the good
volunteers of Tin Can Bay advise that to cross safely you need to steer 100
metres north of the “official” waypoint and not make your turn until 100
metres west of it. Tin Can Bay VMR confirmed this to be the case when we
called and said they were still working on Marine Safety Queensland to
change the official waypoints. Apparently the wheels of Government turn
slowly.'
At the bottom of the NTM there is an email address for the Gladstone
Regional Harbour Master. I decided to write to him as well as to the Minister,
Mark Bailey, whose portfolio includes Transport and Main Roads.
continued next page...

Wide Bay Bar Blues
I have recently received a letter on behalf of
the Minister, from Patrick Quirk, the General
Manager of MSQ. The good news is that it has
flushed out that there has been a
misunderstanding between MSQ and the Tin
Can Bay Coastguard.
‘MSQ works with the Tin Can Bay Coastguard
who, as a result of the local on-water
experience, are best placed to provide
waypoints to visiting boats and update these
as required by changing conditions. Tin Can
Bay Coastguard had agreed to provide
waypoints to mariners when requested,
amended as necessary based on their local
knowledge and experience.'
In other words, the Coastguard is free to
'amend' the waypoints as they think fit. This is
excellent news, and will hopefully lead to
mariners being given the best and latest
information available.
The next survey is due to be carried out in
January 2017. We can look forward to new and
more useful waypoints being issued.

Until then, from the March 2016 survey, I suggest these be used:
Wp1: 25°48'.000S, 153°08'.400E
Wp2: 25°47'.000S 153°06'.750E
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Nimrod and crew visit Chesterfield Reef and Cato Island
Words and photos by
David and Georgina Straton, SC Nimrod
(unless otherwise noted)

We heard good reports about the
Chesterfields, a collection of reefs west of
New Caledonia. We were ready to leave
Luganville on Monday November 7th, 2016
and the weather looked good for a dash to
a stop on the reefs.
We got approval from the French officials. It
wasn't easy to find who to ask. This address
worked:
Julie-Anne KERANDEL
Service de la pêche et de l'environnement marin

Direction des affaires maritimes
Nouvelle-Calédonie
Tél: 24.24.92
dam-nc@gouv.nc
We sailed more or less in convoy with
friends on Entice, a 43' cat, arriving on
Friday 11th. Sailing with another boat
makes it possible to take photos of each
other.
continued next page...
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Nimrod sailing nicely...
Greg Caulfield photo

Chesterfield Reef is a stunning place,
miles from both NewCal and Australia.
A few sandy cays, and millions of birds.
We had a weather window for the trip
between the Chesterfields and
Bundaberg, broken by a front coming
through. We managed to email a friend
who had waypoints to anchor at a small
Australian island called Cato, to wait out
the front. It was a bit dodgy, but we
pulled it off, anchoring at 2 am under a
full moon.
As a result of pausing at Cato Island,
we got a fair wind the next day from the
South-east. After a struggle to raise
the anchor, which got caught by some
coral, we made a fast passage to
Bundaberg, averaging 7.5 knots over 26
hours.
TCP Note: This and the following
page are a few pictures from David
and Georginas Chesterfields and
Cato Island trip. They have an
excellent Blog of many of their
adventures. Well worth a visit. The
photos are amazing! National
Geographic quality!
https://nimrodcat.blogspot.com.au
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Fledgling Booby on Chesterfield with Georgina standing

Young Booby losing its fluff

Brown Booby in flight

Young Great Frigatebird

Greg Caulfield photo (also lower right)
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Georgina & David sundowning at Chesterfield Island

Wok and Woody (Warwick and Janelle - left) are the driving force behind the success of Whitsunday Ocean
Services. With their extensive experience in the region, they are able to assist you with any enquiry or need you
may have in the field of inflatable boats, inflatable life jackets, liferafts, marine safety equipment, and protective
finishes.
Whitsunday Ocean Services is the leading provider in the Whitsundays for all your inflatable boat, liferaft, marine
safety equipment and protective coating needs.
Whitsunday Ocean Services is the authorised distributors for: • Barefoot inflatable boats • Achilles inflatable boats •
AB Inflatable boats • RFD liferafts, safety equipment and services • Wattyl protective coating and marine products •
PPC permanent painted coatings • PPG coatings
Whitsunday Ocean Services is the Whitsunday's only Authorised Service Centre for RFD Liferafts, EPIRBs and
inflatable life jackets for both marine and aviation. Whitsunday Ocean Services is a CASA approved centre for
aviation and NOW have FULL SOLAS approval for international shipping. They can conduct your routine servicing
and certification, as well as repairs and renovations.
Conveniently located right in the heart of the Whitsunday region at Jubilee Pocket in Airlie Beach, Whitsunday
Ocean Services' well-equipped sales and service centre can carry out your service and repair requirements quickly
and expertly. Drop in to our service centre, or give Whitsunday Ocean Services a call.

www.whitsundayoceanservices.com.au

info@whitsundayoceanservices.com.au

Whitsunday Ocean Services is the Whitsunday's only Authorised Service Centre for RFD Liferafts and EPIRBs.
We can conduct your routine servicing and certification, as well as repairs and renovations

Whitsunday Ocean Services
17 Loop Road, Jubilee Pocket
Airlie Beach QLD 4802
Phone: 07 4948 1366 Fax: 07 4948 1377

Goodbye paper charts?
By Bob Norson, SC BareBones
When BareBones started on this voyage back in the Caboolture River
we were sailing to paper charts with a laptop loaded with openCPN that
was used as a backup. There has been quite a few thousand miles
under the rudders since then and in some difficult waters. We are now
catching up with those that have been working with electronic charts
for years. The learning curve is steep because we started late but got
lucky.
We happened to fall into the company of Terry Sargent of SV Valhalla
from the USA (www.yachtvalhalla.net ). Rose and Terry have been
sailing the Philippines for many years since Terry retired from the US
Army with just shy of 30 years in, “not quite a lifer” he jokes. Terry
took on navigation as a hobby and for a while was selling laptops
fitted out and ready to go including the GPS. He figures he may have
made enough to buy some wine with each unit.
But anyway, I will share some of what I have been learning and show
in this feature some of the possibilities. This stuff is awesome if you
forgive the cliché. Fitted out with far less tricky stuff than I will show
you now, there are many boats out here in Asia that haven't bothered
with paper charts in years, if ever!

sextant with a mannequin done up with a peg leg and parrot ona
shoulder! HaH!

I have seen stacks of paper charts sitting around clubhouses; nobody
wants them unless they have some painting to do. Somebody should
start a collection for some future museum. Paper charts and even a

It is because of enthusiasts and developers like Terry that these
capabilities exist. Be grateful!
continued next page...
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Bob (left) the student with Terry the teacher

Goodbye paper charts?

Here is a shot of Subic Bay with a route leading to The Yacht Club.
A bit more information than necessary don't you think?
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Ahh.. that's better. Press of a button. The route is part of a
package already done and ready to load from records of
previous cruises by volunteers. But you don't need to put
yourself in a position of blind faith because with the next
roll of the finger you can go closer in and….
continued next page...

Goodbye paper charts?

Verify with a sat image. Examples show that the sat images are
more consistent than the charts for accuracy. Especially in Indonesia
we have been anchored on dry land often.. or so the charts
(both kinds) say.

You can set your screen up so your boat is always center screen as you
move along and you can also wire your openCPN to your pilot…
Roboboat! But I am not ready to go that far.. yet…but there was a time
when I said I would never depend on electronic charts either.
continued next page...
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Goodbye paper charts?

The process of overlaying the images on the screen is straightforward
but they are big files all up. I got a folder of a variety of countries with
all the popular anchorages done. I was also given a file for the
Philippines that covers the entire coastline. Fantastic. Once you have the
files, here is how it is done on openCPN version 4.4.0

Think you can wing it from there?

Click on the options button on the toolbar then Charts>Chart Files>Add
Directory. The window will prompt you to browse and select the directory
from where ever you have it in your computer. Do this for all the folders
you will want to load. Your basic charts, in this case CM93s, and your
overlay stuff.
continued next page...
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Goodbye paper charts?

now select Chart Groups and click New Group. It will ask you to name it.
Once named you can select from the files above in Chart Files and then Add.
The file will appear in your new Chart Group. Besides your specialty file you
must have the basic charts in there as well. My Philippine shoreline
/coastline charts cover everywhere at moderate resolution and my other
file of anchorages has high resolution of particular areas. If you stuff
around and make some changes you may have to look for the control that
says “force full data base rebuild”. Click that and the program will reset and
not try to look for obsolete files or folders. Ask me how I know….
The Coastal Passage #82, February - March, 2017,

Now get back to your chart and right click on the screen and you should
get the window shown and be able to choose what you want displayed.
We are just getting started. There is much more to come if you want it. I
hope by next issue I can relate how to create the sat image overlays.
We would love to hear from those who may have something to
add/contribute and we will chug along with this until we reach the limit
of my poor ability to learn and relate.

A special offer from DG Marine
DG Marine, Australian Distributors of Rolly Tasker Sails, are pleased to announce their
campaign for the supply of custom made Screechers, Cruising Code Zeros and Heavy
Weather Spinnakers.
The sail cloth being used is white Bainbridge MPEX 250, 300, 350 spinnaker cloth (2.5, 3.0, 3.5 oz) with all
sails made to our highest Offshore Specification.
The sails will be Full Radial design using the very latest SMART Azure sail design programme incorporating
plotting and cutting technology which when, combined with Rolly Tasker Sails legendary hand finishing,
ensures every customer will receive an absolute top quality product.
These sails can be supplied with an anti-torsion rope spliced to standard or proprietary thimbles.
Cruising Code Zeros are an nice addition to an existing sail wardrobe adding that extra power and
performance in lighter winds especially for modern cruisers with smaller or non overlapping headsails.
In an exclusive agreement with Wichard Pacific, DG Marine are offering a custom made sail with a
matching Facnor or Profurl unit producing an extremely attractive package for Owners looking to enhance
their sail wardrobe.

For more information and to get a quote
please contact Derick Warne on:
0438 563 164
or visit our website
www.dgmarine.com.au
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DIAMOND DECK will stop the slipping!
ARE you sick of a slippery, hot and eye-burning environment in your boat?
Diamond Deck marine-grade self-adhesive EVA foam decking is the answer to
your problems.
It is the perfect quality DIY solution for all marine applications and easily bonds to
aluminium, fibreglass, steel, wood, gelcoat, flowcoat, painted surfaces and even checker
plate with minimal preparation that can be used in a myriad of applications.
Diamond Deck which comes ready to apply with a peel and stick marine grade self-adhesive
backing sheet, reduces glare, heat, noise, shock and fatigue for those on board and will not
come unstuck to the harshest of elements. Whether it's sunny and 40C or freezing cold and
raining buckets, you'll never lose your grip on Diamond Deck.
As well as being perfectly comfortable to stand and sit on, Diamond Deck serves a double
purpose by protecting your boat's surface against scratches and dents caused by things
such as flying sinkers and crazed spanish mackerel with mouths full of trolling lures.
Because it is easy to clean and hose down unlike carpet which retain those lingering smells,
this innovative decking material won't mind if you give it a hard time during a big day on the
water.
Diamond Deck comes in three easy use DIY sizes that are all 1500mm long in length and
three different widths of 340mm, 500mm and 1000mm. New DIY quick stick grip pads are
also available in pack sizes of 310 x 85 x 5mm in a pack of four and 450 x 125 x 5mm in a
two pack with radius corners on all pads.
continued next page...
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w .diamond eck. om.au/stockist/

DIAMOND DECK
New colours have been added to
the range which now includes
Grey, White, Black, Blue, Maroon,
and the New Designer Series of
Marble Grey.
Diamond Deck can be custom
designed to suit and is easily cut
and shaped using a sharp pair of
scissors or cutting knife and also
offers custom CNC cutting to suit
your exact measurements and
shapes.

To find your local stockist please visit
the website at:
www.diamonddeck.com.au/stockist/
and for trade or all other enquiries,
please contact
enquiries@diamonddeck.com.au
or call 0437 864 077.
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The Marinas The Cassowary Coast By Sue Streeter, SY Pacifica
Photos by Glen Mackay

The region known as the Cassowary Coast lies
between Cairns and Townsville, an enormously popular
cruising area featuring the Wet Tropics and the Great
Barrier Reef. Travelling north from
Townsville/Magnetic Island, the Palm Islands,
Hinchinbrook Island, Brook Islands, Family Group
Islands, Barnard Island Group, Franklin Island Group
and Fitzroy Island are among the most acclaimed and
beautiful areas in Australia.

Tropical North Queensland

However, in 2011 when Cyclone Yasi demolished Port
Hinchinbrook Marina, situated a few k's south of
Cardwell in the Hinchinbrook Channel, cruising folk
taking their time to travel through this amazing area
have only a few options to make landfall.
The craggy peaks of Hinchinbrook Island, its many
mangrove-lined creeks and inlets, have only 1 high
tide only access at the southern end at Dungeness,
close to the Lucinda jetty. The Lucinda General Store
is in walking distance which also supplies fuel and
takeaway food, plus the Lucinda Point Hotel for
beverages and dining.
continued next page...
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Clump Point boat ramp & small craft jetty

The Marinas
The inlet to Port Hinchinbrook
Marina is now silted up and only
accessible by dinghy - a good holding
anchorage to the south of the marina
channel, and a 10-minute dinghy ride
to the public boat ramp is then a
short taxi ride to Cardwell. The Port
O' Call Chandlery operates in the
channel, its fuel wharf is located next
to the public area. Hinchinbrook
Channel bad weather/cyclone havens
have deep water access, Gayundah
Inlet being the most frequently used.
From end of public jetty looking to sandy beach & rainforest

Dunk Island, the largest island in the Family Group, has a daily water taxi service into Mission Beach, whilst
Fitzroy Island ferries commute daily into Cairns. Superb anchorages at Dunk & Fitzroy, with social interaction
amongst other boaties both afloat and ashore, teamed with walking tracks, scenery equal to none, just make
you want to "stick around" for a spell and enjoy the magic.
Clump Point is a low, 1.5km long finger of rock, reef & mangroves, forming the southern end of Bingal Bay
and the northern boundary of Mission Beach, offering shelter from the south-east trade wind. A
dinghy small craft jetty next to the boat ramp is situated at Clump Point, the southern end of Bingal Bay, a
public jetty and toilet block further north in the middle of the bay provides another land access plus public bus
service to Mission Beach.
continued next page... Public jetty looking back to Clump Point
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The Marinas
Mourilyan Harbour is primarily a deep water port for ships to load raw
sugar & molasses from the Innisfail, Babinda, Tully and Atherton Tablelands
sugar growing districts. A true calm haven when the weather is too brisk to
anchor at the Russell Islands in the Franklin Group, the southern area
offering deep water anchoring and pile berths for rent from the Ports North
office located on the main shipping wharf.
January 2017 rates for up to 20 metre vessels:
Annual - $1,916.34 incl. GST - Monthly - $420.12 incl GST
$154.78 incl GST
- Daily - $28.01 incl GST

-

Weekly -

A dinghy wharf is located on the northern side, however no public
transport, shops or refuelling facilities are available in the harbour. A 16.5k
taxi ride to Innisfail is the only option for provisions.

Mourilyan Harbour public jetty looking inland to Moresby River

The Coast Guard folk are always friendly
and helpful and welcome your visit - call them
on VMR415 through Channel 21 on VHF.
The Harbour is located on the Moresby
River, which provides a shallow cyclone haven
upstream, only accessible on high tide. Public
toilets on the main wharf a short walk from
the public jetty - 1 shower is located in the
mens, the block is basic & maintained.
continued next page...
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Main sugar wharf taken from Coast Guard area

Pile berths Mourilyan Harbour

The Marinas

Mourilyan Harbour small craft jetty next to boat ramp

The Coastal Passage #82, February - March, 2017,

The Marinas
The Johnson River Boat Harbour, run
by the Cassowary Coast Regional Council, is
accessible via navigation lights between
Flying Fish Point and Coquette Point at the
mouth of the Johnson River. Whilst care is
needed to cross the sand bar at the mouth
of the river, the harbour offers swing
moorings @ $20.80 per month, and pile
berths, accessible by catwalk to shore,
along Fitzgerald Esplanade at Jack Fossey
Park.
January 2017 rates for these berths are:
$48.15 per day $152.20 per week
$338.00 per month.
Access to shops incl. supermarket, Post
Office, newsagent, Police Station, RSL is a
few minutes walk from the berth facility and
dinghies can be left at the wharf.
The picturesque town of Innisfail on the
Johnson River which was ravaged by
Cyclone Larry in 2006, now has an
impressive cyclone shelter, located on part
of the Innisfail State College grounds.
continued next page...
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Innisfail Pile berths looking towards harbour

Overall view of moored vessels from Innisfail parklands
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The Marinas
There are two slipways, one of which
is off Jodrell Street on the Boat
Harbour, and the other in Ninds Creek,
starboard side between the river
mouth and the Harbour, south of
Banana Island, called Flying Fish Point
Slipway, which also operates a travel
lift.
January 2017 rates for the Flying Fish
Point Slipway premises are as follows:
Slipway will take 2 vessels up to 65ft
each, up to 150 tonnes, fee $14.00 per
foot haul out and return $3.00 per day per foot standing.

Sue
Innisfail’s cyclone shelter

Travel lift will take vessels 6 meter wide x 60 tonnes maximum - $10.00 per foot haul out and return.
There is room on the hardstand for 6-8 vessels plus 6 vessels in the work area.
Storage fees @ $150.00 per week.
Call Dusty (07) 4061 1557 or email ffpslipway@hotmail.com for bookings.
Daily weather updates are available from the following sources:
Townsville to Orpheus Island: VHF Ch22 or HF Ch4483 - 0845, 1245 & 1645
Cairns to Frankland Island Group: VHF Ch81 - Weekdays 0945, 1145, 1345, 1645 Weekends 0745, 0945, 1145, 1345 & 1745
Manned only weekends & public holidays 0800 - 1700, Cardwell VMR423 on VHF Ch16 & 82, Ingham
VMR407 on VHF Ch16 & 81,
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Photo by Maureen Griffith

Now based at Cairns, Sue has owned Pacifica for 15
years, and moved on board to live in 2010. Pacifica is
Sue's 4th sailing boat. The first 2 were with partners,
the 3rd was an 8 metre Quest which Sue kept in
Moreton Bay, Redland Shire. Sue has sailed as far as
Thursday Island group, onto to Gove in the Northern
Territory, and from Cairns as far south as Bundaberg.
She regularly makes trips to the reef and loves the
Cairns area because, as Sue says, “We are so close - a
day's sail there and back - to coral cays and The Great
Barrier Reef.” Sue retired last year after 30 years in
real estate doing property management. She has
started the business Marina Berth Swap in 2015
(www.marainaberthswap.com), which she hopes
will take off to benefit cruising folk.

www.marinaberthswap.com.au

www.marinaberthswap.com.au

Welcome to OCEAN ADVENTURE!

Sailor, Adventurer and Explorer Don McIntyre of
SC Explorer joins TCP as a regular columnist.
His passion is adventure: “Adventure is any activity with an unknown outcome.”
Photos courtesy of Don McIntyre

FLYING GAME!
I think it is fair to say that you have probably heard of the VENDEE Globe? If you are a
performance or Adventure sailor you may even have heard of British guy ALEX Thomson and
the BOSS, his 60ft slick, black IMOCA flying foiler! Together they just raced solo around the
world in 74 days 19 hours, 35 minutes and 15 seconds…and he was second. Frenchman Armel
Le Cléac'h on his 60ft monohull Banque Populaire VIII finished 16 hours earlier, beating the
1994 Record set by Sir Robin Knox-Johnston and Sir Perter Blake in ENZA, their 92 foot
multihull with nine crew! ALEX and Armel were regularly averaging 30kts! They were sailing
six times faster than SUHAILI the winner of the original 1968 Sunday Times Golden Globe race.
Yet both these sailors were beaten at their own game! Australian Mathew Johnston (not
related to Sir Robin) from Adelaide south Australia finished in 72 days 2 hours 23 minutes
and 10 seconds ahead of a fleet of 453,000 other sailors from around the world in the Virtual
Regatta Vendee globe. These computer sailors push their boats to the limit on computer
screens 24 hours a day in a virtual ocean with the same real-time weather and stay dry!
When asked about his win Mathew said….I've limited the amount of sleep on some nights,
whereas some nights I've slept like a baby. The Southern Ocean is a great thing, you can just
set up your boat and forget it, and sometimes you don't have to look at it for two days. Going
through the Doldrums is a bit of a different story you don't get much sleep then and it feels
like you're actually on the boat. .
continued next page...
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VIRTUAL REGATTE
The virtual Vendee Race was played real-time with real
weather with you sailing your own yacht, steering ,
reefing,changing sails etc.24 hours a day. It has a HUGE
following and the winner beat the real fleet!!

French Passion in VENDEE!
French citizens live and breathe solo sailing. It is their passion. There is
nothing else like this passion in the world. A Brit very nearly won it this time
and I must say the French loved the suspense. Their navy sent a ship deep
into the Southern Ocean to film the leaders charging at along at 24kts. That
little video was seen by 10 million people in two days. Even more since.
While the winners were celebrating some floaters (as opposed to the Flyers)
boat without foils were still not around Cape Horn! Beneteau Racing have
decided foils are now the norm and are going into production, so they are
here to stay. Evolution suggests allowing canting masts for the next Vendee!
ALEX and BOSS have unfinished business, so they will surely be up for
that!…watch this space in four years…but why wait so long?

ALEX THOMPSON
and the BOSS,
2nd in the most
exciting ever
seen in the
Vendee Globe. He
kept the pressure
on all the way to
the finish only
conceding defeat
in the last 24
hours....the
French have
always won,
butthey all took
their hat off to
ALEX!

2018 Golden Globe Race
The only other solo non-stop around the world yacht race is the 2018
Golden Globe Race, just 17 months away. Sailors will battle for 280 days in
very heavy little 32-36ft floaters. Every wave in the Southern Ocean will go
past them. They will average just 5 kts. They have nothing but themselves,
their boat and a windvane. The French are now watching this and
wondering.
In the three days following the Vendee finish, the organiser, (Okk, me!)
took many new enquiries about the current and the 2022 edition of the
Golden Globe Race. Sailors are being inspired which is a good thing. Well
sort of, cause now I have a new problem. The current 2018 edition has nine
French skippers entered. From 27 entries. How to hold off a French invasion
for the 2022 Race? It is already happening..??
Fifteen of the current
27 sailors entered in
2018 Golden Globe
Race with Sir Robin
Knox Johnston at the
December 2016 Paris
Boat Show Press
conference and
public presentation.
With nine French
entries the French
public have
discovered the race
and organisers are
now wondering
about the number of
French entries in the
2022 Race.
continued next page...
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2018 Golden Globe Race
Simplicity at it's worst.
Shane Freeman is one of four Australians entered in the 50th Anniversary
Golden Globe Race. He has refitted his Tradewind 35 ready for the Race and
as you read this, he is about to round Cape Horn solo on his way from
Melbourne to the Start in the UK.
During that refit he removed perfectly good headsail reefing systems,
instead returning to piston hanks..but WHY? I asked him many times before
he set off, and he said sail shape. Hmmm I smiled. Interesting?
Shane has done little solo sailing before, so you may enjoy his comments
about this new world and his learning curve. Here is one. You can also
follow his adventure and watch some of his great video clips here:
www.Freemansailing.com
Five things I'm Loving to Hate
January 13th 2017. Somewhere half way to the Cape.
I am about to complete my 5th week at sea, Single handed, Non-stop and
Unassisted. It's fair to say that I've had a bit of time to think these past few
weeks and I'm noticing the things that really piss me off. I've reduced them
to my Top 5 things I love to hate right now:
1. CALMS AND VARIABLE WINDS: Calms follow storms and often
variable winds accompany the calms. Variable winds are usually less than 7
knots and by their nature they come from all directions. This, mixed with
left over swell and a confused sea state from the storm, means that not only
aren't I sailing anywhere but the boat is rolling around and basically shaking
itself to an early ending. Solution? Drop sails and secure everything to
minimize damage.
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2. MY WINDVANE
STEERING IN LIGHT
FOLLOWING WINDS:
Wind-vane steering is very
reliable when the wind is
coming from a direction
forward of the mast. It's less
reliable with the wind coming
from the stern of the boat. It
requires fine art skills to set
up the wind-vane and the
sails for the night when I
might hope to get some
uninterrupted sleep in a
following wind. I never did
well at fine art!
Shane Freeman from Melbourne. One of four
Australian entries in the Golden Globe Race

3. MY OWN STUPIDITY: Most who know me would say that I am bright
and I am quick. I don't think so. I have never sworn soooo much at myself
as I have in these past 5 weeks. My usual abuse starts with the phrase “Oh
you dick! You twat! You #@$%CK etc” and so it goes. So the Southern
Ocean has been littered with these expletives these last few weeks.
Examples:
•
when I lost the jib halyard up the mast (had to mast climb to
retrieve same and was swearing all the way up there and back down); and
when I got one of the mainsail battens well and truly snagged on the lazy
jacks and couldn't get the sail up or down.
continued next page...

2018 Golden Globe Race
•
when I got one of the mainsail battens well and truly
snagged on the lazy jacks and couldn't get the sail up or down
•
when I made 3 hanked sail changes at night in 40 knot
winds on a pitching foredeck (oh..I was having some fine things to
say to myself that night about hanked sails);
•
and when a saucepan of peas about to be boiled ended up
over the cabin (because I thought it would stay still for just a
moment while I grabbed something)
4. COMMUNICATIONS: Look I know I am in a very remote part
of the planet, but we are in the 21st century and whilst SAILMAIL
is a brilliant inexpensive way to send and receive emails, it is a
very very very slow process. It is similar to the way we used to
think about connecting to receive emails, making similar noises to
small creatures dancing on electronic connections that email of 20
years ago used to make.
I love the emails I receive but to receive even a short email takes
about 10 minutes and then I need to reconnect to respond. And
because of high frequency radio reception issues, all this can only
happen way past my bed time. So I set my timer for a midnight waking and
get into my emails and half the time the connection drops out part way
through receive/send. I hang out for my daily weather which I receive via
SAILMAIL. Anyway, a first world problem but from this end it needs a solution.
5. MY OWN COMPANY: I like me. Always have but there is a limit of what even
I can take of just me. And those creative juices that normally course through
me are somewhere else. I'm boring me.
The high point of my day today surely was chatting on the phone to my
youngest daughter Kate. Loved that. If all this sounds a bit dark, it isn't. It is
what it is and it's what I signed up for.
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From Don:
When I read this, I emailed Shane and told him to polish is piston hanks twice
a day if he wants to make faster changes! Here is his reply..
“Yes, yes, yes.your words have been ringing in my ears:) the plusses are that
I have a great choice of sails..you can imagine me standing in front of the sail
locker that night (which of course is the vee berth.."so do I go for the No 3, or
4, or just go straight for the storm jib?"...I should have just gone straight for
the storm jib, rather than practice my ability to count backwards as the wind
built ...furlers and rigger are being flown to the Falkland's to make the
change. Sometimes evolution is a good thing….but a canting mast on these
boats just would not work.

Would you like an island change from a sea change?
There is a beautiful little island in the Kingdom of
Tonga called Nomuka IKI. Check it out on Google
Earth. It is uninhabited with 4.8km of surrounding
white sand beaches that lead into some of the best
coral reef blue Lagoons you can imagine. Humpback
whales are born just off the beach.
We are just about to start building a beach yacht
clubhouse with Royal Patronage, a Marine Discovery
Centre to work with the locals on Marine biodiversity
and coral reef health, take the kids on guided
snorkelling trails and set up a Vaka building and
sailing school for young Tongans.
Locals from the neighbouring Island will be
employed to help with the building, but my carpenter
builder mate and Project Manager sadly has had to
pull out unexpectedly at the last minute…
Feel like living on an island for a few months, or a
year, to help out while camping on the beach?? Or
build you own little cabin? Want to immerse yourself
in a new culture. Maybe volunteer as island caretaker
for six months over summer? Fishing, diving and
keeping the place tidy?
If that sounds like you, Jane and I would love to hear
from you! www.McIntyreAdventure.com
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OCEAN ADVENTURE

The Art of Adventure

The world is looking a bit crazy these days.
A good time to call Nomuka IKI in the
Kingdom of Tonga our new uninhabited
Island home.

Create mental pictures of your goals
Then work to make those pictures become realities
Exercise your god given right to choose your own direction
And influence your own destiny and try to choose wisely and well
Have the daring to open doors to new experiences
And step boldly forth to explore strange horizons
Be unafraid of new ideas, theories and new philosophies
Have the curiosities to experiment, to test and try new ways of living and thinking
Recognise the only ceiling life has, is the one you give it
And come to realise that you are surrounded by infinite possibilities for growth and achievement
Keep your heart young and your expectations high
And never allow your dreams to die
By Wilfred A. Peterson
Given to Don by his mother “Betty”
on his 21st birthday.
The Coastal Passage #80,
#81, October
Dec., 2016
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- Jan., 2017
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Real life cruising
Indonesia - What’s it really like there?

Story & photos by Bob Nroson, SC BareBones
Articles about cruising Asia or anywhere else tend to focus on the positive. What is the point in discouraging people
from engaging in the lifestyle? Most publishers sure don't want to do it. Sure…“let's go out and diminish our
readership”! But this is TCP so we are going to look at the dark side…this time. In the interests of full disclosure, I
enjoyed my time in Indonesia and will go back again. I regard the down side as information you should have to best
determine how you want to go and where, not if. And to be fair, I could write a really vicious articles on Australia if I
wanted to, starting with entering the country-dealing with the government - a problem I've not experienced anywhere
else so far.
continued next page...
Wind? What's that? I think I remember... motoring slowly over mill pond seas. I didn't want to disturb the quiet, like being in a cathedral.

Real
Reallife
lifecruising
cruising--Indonesia
Indonesia
Weather: I haven't been through a full monsoon cycle in Indonesia so can't speak to that with authority
but the generalization that light winds prevail is sound as far as my experience. I was really hoping to sail
more as BareBones is a very good light air boat but I found a lot of nothing to sail with a lot of the time,
interspersed with squalls with sometimes strong wind and unexpected directions. They don't last long so I
just motor through them. The lightning storms unnerve me. I hate the idea of a lightning strike at sea.
All that flat water and me with a 17 meter tall metal lightning rod.
But it was the waterspout that really got my attention. I had anchored in Teluk Ketapang at Palua
Kangean. I noted the southern channel entrance was way north of where the old CM93 charts indicated.
In fact the whole area was way out. It was a matter of hunt and peck. I felt my way through reefs and
rocks into a good anchorage, about 25 feet in good holding sand/mud. The night was uneventful.
The next day I had chores to do and was working on the computer. I happened to look up and saw a big
thunder cloud forming off the west. I checked again later and noticed a cloudy disturbance on the water
below the cloud which had worked its way closer in. I new it instantly but didn't want to 'know' it. The
water below was kicking up because there was a funnel of wind, invisible at the time, reaching down from
the cloud. RED ALERT!!!! In a minute the funnel was clearly defined. I snapped a hasty photo and got on
deck, start motors, hoist anchor and find my way out of this maze and no time to hunt and peck. There
was a northern channel that I knew nothing about except what the charts told me… GULP!
With eyes on the sounder and a dozen other places at once, (I can see a cartoon of a guy at a helm with
his head spinning around) I made my way to that channel. When I had a chance to look, the funnel had
gotten closer and according to the electronic chart display I was sailing over land about a half mile from
water…. By the time I was getting around the small island that formed the west side of the north channel,
I could see the funnel was weakening and might not make it into the bay but might is not good enough for
me anyway. The cloud had gotten huge and I was on the run to get away from it on a course I was going
to take anyway but not just then! I didn't think to take a photo of the storm cloud but it was nagging my
port quarter until into the dark about 7 hours later.
It was a shame there was nothing in the frame of the photo to give scale to the funnel. It was a biggun!
continued next page...
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This poor photo was of the
waterspout.... I don't ever
want to get a better shot!

Real life cruising - Indonesia
Crime: I never had a problem of theft
Rubbish: Now we're
but I took few chances in unknown
talking downside.
areas either. In Ambon I felt
Though I touched on
particularly secure, taking hundreds of
the subject in an
strangers through my boat while there.
article about Ambon
Nothing ever went missing. If I took
several issues ago, I
my dinghy to shore in an area I didn't
haven't really attacked
know, I took chain and paddle lock. I
the subject since but if
didn't give a shit if I offended someone,
you are talking about
which I did by doing that, because the
cruising Indo, you
loss would have been unacceptable. I
have to talk about
felt particularly at risk in areas where
this.
few cruisers ventured. Indonesian
children are indulged so expect your
With the exception of
dinghy to be a muddy mess if left
the resort islands like
around kids. The parents will not stop
Bali or Lombok, Indo
them either. Just hope they don't fancy
harbours are a trash
pouring sand in your fuel for fun! But
heap. When talking
nowhere in Indo was I at greater risk
about ground to
than by the boat ramp in Frances Inlet
anchor in you should
Bitung is a pretty town with it's volcanic
backdrop but anchorage is tough because of
in Darwin. In Queensland I talked to a
note the depth of the
steep to channel and coral reefs. Without the
couple that lost their kayaks on the
plastic bags. Makassar
rubbish it would be one of the nicest harbours
beach at Double Island Point in
was
the worst I have
in the world in spite of the deep anchorage.
Queensland. Seems one of our lovely
seen. You can see
4X crowd couldn't pass up the freebie
that the city was once
they found on the beach. This left the crew of the cat sitting well off shore,
a beauty, canals winding their way through the city adding to the charm and
to swim back to their boat in the failing light of early evening. Creepy.
a means to transfer goods from the harbour to every area of commerce.
Which brings me to:
Practical as well as beautiful. The Dutch went about it as they did at home.
Things that bite! Don't know of any so lets move on.
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continued next page...

Real life cruising - Indonesia
I haven't yet cruised the north west islands nearer Thailand but
everywhere else, regardless of the different races that compose this
huge country, archipelago, the rubbish is universal. And it isn't
restricted to plastic household waste. Anchoring by Bau Bau near
Buton, was tricky. There is a sand shelf just off the stone
embattlements that is crowded with local boats on for and aft
moorings. The bottom drops steeply so getting an anchor in is, like I
said tricky. While hunting around in the shallower water I noticed a
fair bit of junk on the bottom and hoped my little spot was clear. Heh
Heh…. I winched up my ground tackle to go and I found my chain
wrapped around something that looked like it belonged on the ghost
ship on “Pirates of the Caribbean”.
Indonesians make their anchors out of “rebar” (concrete reinforcing
bar). Cheap as chips to make and disposable. Indonesians also use
rode of even worse quality. Cheap Chinese made 4mm line sold in
camping stores in Australia to hold up your tent are used to hold 20
tons of boat to ground there and some genius worked out that
strength per dollar, you can't beat the packing strap used to hold your
boxed white goods together. Of course the problem is that it isn't
very resistant to abrasion. And that is what I was snagged on. It
weighed a lot and took over an hour to get rid of it. Almost lost a
finger in the process.
An Indo fisherman saw me in strife, cursing like a demon and
offered to help. Which meant he was intending to tie his ugly and
rough work boat alongside and get in my way while his boat tore my
topsides to bits. I declined in an international language. Maybe I hurt
his feelings….. which has brought me to:
continued next page...
The Coastal Passage #82, February - March, 2017,

This picture didn't show all of the thing, it was like an
iceberg! It was hell getting it up and untangled. I nearly
lost a finger doing it. It wasn't that the thing weighted
that much, but the 30 metres of my chain and anchor
hanging straight down in deep water did. The forebeam
shows the scars still.

Real life cruising - Indonesia
Indonesian fishermen: Indo isn't
the only place where fishermen
represent the best and the worst of
seamanship but fishermen make up so
much of the population of Indonesia
their impact is immense. Besides
cutting down forests it's about the only
occupation outside of Jakarta. And
they are everywhere.
This may be the greatest seafaring
nation on earth depending on how you
add things up. But, they make up their
own rules and they don't have a fleet
of yachts running around to worry
about, and the commercial shipping
guys are very good about not running
them down.

This colourful fishing boat is typical of those in the Java
Sea. They are dragging a net that may extend a fair
distance aft and who knows how deep, maybe just
under the surface. When I saw through the lens what
was going on I changed course.

Fishermen working at night may or
may not have a light and the light can
be anything! I discovered a boat that
was running a laser light show.
Seriously, a real laser show with
rotating green laser. The kind that if you catch it in the eye it will blind you.
The kind that if you are caught with one like it in Australia you will be
charged with a crime. A flashing blue LED type light is popular. It might
mean the boat is anchored or under way, either direction.
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So they tend to be a
hazard to navigation
and some of them are
just arse holes. We
were moored near a
shore where there was
a fleet of dugout,
outrigger canoes that
fished for small school
fish in the evening.
They used light to
attract them and
scooped them up with
nets. One night while I
was off the boat the
fleet was out and in
the morning I had a 4
metre long gash on
the port side. I was
pissed off! (he said
unnecessarily).

The next night I was
on the boat and
noticed one of them very near and waved them off. The next day I went
ashore and hunted down the boat from the night before and it also matched
the damage from the night before that. I had my culprit but what to do,
sue them? I think using BareBones as a guide to crab sideways for the bait
fish was easier than paddling to do it.
continued next page...

Real life cruising - Indonesia

These kind of fish traps clog some bays
in shallow waters. No light of course.

Then there are the fishing platforms and fish traps that vary from locale to
locale as far as design and size. I have stood off from passages between
large islands where I thought there may be these things and drifted rather
than take the chance of navigating through them at night. In areas of the
south coast of Kalimantan they use semi mobile platforms with lights and
work in groups. They are so bright that you can see the loom of their lights
many miles away. No problem.
Commercial skippers: As flakey as the fishermen can be I have found the
commercial skippers exceptional. The ships are lighted to conform to
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This small tug was towing a barge that
was very low in the water. The cabin aft is
crew quarters. This would be a tough one
to spot at night!

international conventions and they are especially alert due to the local
fishermen. I have only run across one that was not running proper lights for
example, and that was my first one… or course. But watch out for the
barges! Very common in Indonesia are barges being towed by a tug. The
tugs are lit up but most cruisers are not familiar with the code of lights they
display. The barges are not lit at all and can be on a long cable and in a dark
moon you don't know where the barge is relative to the tug. As good as
they are they will not likely speak English so the radio is useless to you.
continued next page...

Real life cruising - Indonesia

These barges can be deceptive. It's bigger than it looks
at a distance. See photo in the article, BareBones to the
rescue. You wouldn't want to bump into one.

This rig is short leashed compared to some I have seen in
open waters. Best advise is if you see lights that indicate a
tug give it a very wide berth!
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We were millimeters away from getting ripped up by the one boat
getting squeezed closer by the other boat! Neither skipper saw
anything wrong with it but I DID! They all wanted to get in close
to have a look and this was repeated all over Indonesia. When
they stood off to safe distance they were great fun to have
around..

Local boats are curious about foreign craft, especially something exotic
like a sailing cat. And if they are curious they will have to come very
close…. VERY close, to have a look.
Their boats have gunnels held together with carpentry nails and their idea
of a fender is a string holding an old motorbike tyre. They have no concept
of what damage their boat can do to a yacht. In short, if you see an Indo
The Coastal Passage #82, February - March, 2017,

boat coming close to you with an intention of visiting, get on deck fast and
be firm. Hostile if you have to be otherwise after a couple months your boat
will require many thousands of $$ to restore. They will assure you it's ok,
they are careful, bullshit, they don't know what careful means!
continued next page...

Real life cruising - Indonesia

These little speed boats that look like Aladdin's slipper were buzzing all
over Bitung. They are inboard with an air cooled 4 stroke motor so sound
like an over worked tractor but they scoot right along. The tiller is worked
back and forth rather than side to side. A configuration I have seen all over
Asia.
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Real life cruising - Indonesia
Now lets talk about FADs. Fish Attracting Devices, or
as I prefer to call them FFADs… work it out. These things
are a genuine hazard and I don't know why the government
allows them to not be lit. I don't want to hear any bullshit
about poor fishermen not being able to afford a little solar
pack and night light at least.
Some of these things are moored in water over 3000
metres deep. If they can afford the line to hold them they
can afford a little light. And what really pisses me off about
them is I rarely ever saw them used! In or about some
harbours, yes, but I never saw the ones that are 50 or more
miles offshore with a boat along side having a fish. The
worst ones I have seen are steel drums about 4 metres long
by 1.2 metres round.
By the island of Bawean north of Surabaya, the fishermen
use a bunch of bamboo lashed together with a little black
flag tied to the lot. I night sailed into the harbour and only
saw them on the way out! Doubt if they would have hurt us
though. But I am sure it is only luck that we didn't hit a
harder one considering all the night sailing we did. I was
regularly taking 300 mile + passages well offshore so you
have to night sail. After one of those nights I started seeing
all the big steel drums. Yikes (or something like that)!
One creative fisherman took a lot of time to paint his drum
and flag… guess what color? BLOODY BLUE!! Why not red,
or orange or anything except bloody blue. What kind of
brain damage is that! (answer: first class!)
continued next page...
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I didn't see this FFAD until we were leaving it astern. I grabbed the camera
and got this shot. I was looking and hadn't spotted it as it was the colour of the
water. In passing it picked up shadow making it more visible.

Real life cruising - Indonesia

these huge steel cylinders often lie low
in the water and can be hard to see and
so destructive.

another FFAD steel drum. All of these
were deep water, over 5000 feet.
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Real life cruising - Indonesia
And just one more whinge….
The timber getting that goes
on, on parts of Borneo and
Sulawesi is very large scale and
the waste from those
operations is dumped into the
sea. BareBones has amazed
me.
We have hit logs big enough
to bring us to an instant halt
from 6 kts. and went through
areas where all I could do was
try to ignore the almost
constant noise of the bows and
boards pushing aside the
former forest.
I only had to make two small
repairs to the dagger boards
recently. A miracle really. The
timber 'islands' tend to
concentrate in tidal eddies.
The boat most suited to
cruising Indonesia is a steely.
Thick steel.
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I saw a lot of land clear cut that must have been responsible for
huge loses of top soil not to mention huge amounts of timber
floating out to sea, gathering in eddys so thick you sail miles
around it to save your boat.

Real life cruising - Indonesia

BareBones cleaned up and ready for more.
Things are done different in Asia... On the way back to the water.
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Real life cruising - Indonesia

Indonesians do not know how to treat any boat
differently from cargo or fishing boats. Bash in and lash
em up. Fenders are old tyres if they have them.
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Real life cruising - Indonesia

Some Ambon locals out for a spin on BareBones. Friendly
people with good intentions all the time.

Some of the boats are so graceful and interesting you would
think they would be handled gently... guess again! This low
slung sailer (top) was seen at BauBau.
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Marine product sales since 1992

www.12volt.com.au

The 12Volt shop specialise in quality marine and automotive low voltage accessories which include distribution of
the popular Blue Sea System product range.
Products include;•
•
•
•
•
•
•

$23.50au
inc gst

Water proof deck panels, plugs and sockets.
Switch panels, switches, analog and digital meters.
Battery management systems, fuses and circuit breakers.
Fans, transfer pumps and bilge blowers.
Inverters, DC lighting, heat shrink and marine electrical cable.
Solar panels framed and unframed.
Deck and rail mount solar mounting systems.

From
$35.00au
inc gst

The 12 Volt shop has a large range of connectors and other low voltage accessories available to suit your needs.

$89.95au
inc gst

Alzone
Webber Q
Deck Mounting Kit
Made-easy installation
of your Weber Q.
Suitable for 3 tube sizes
Now easy attachment of your
grillers, cookers or barbecues.
No special tools required, only
an allen key and 14mm spanner
are required.

Alzone Floodlight, Spotlight
Deck, 4x4 Mounting Kit
Now easy, no drilling attachment
of your flood lamps or marker
lamps to your tubular railing.
No special tools required, only an allen
key and spanner to install your lamp.
Suitable for 3 tube sizes.

Alzone Catamaran
Anchor Mooring Bridles
Suits 8mm,10mm & 12mm Anchor Chains
The use of a Chain Mooring Bridle stabilises
the anchor chain on catamarans and
monohulls reducing the strain on the
windlass when the vessel is at anchor
(particularly in heavy sea conditions).

www.12volt.com.au
The 12 Volt Shop

4/12 Kewdale Rd., Welshpool, WA 6106
sales@12volt.com.au
Phone: (08) 9458 1212
Fax: (08) 9458 1977

Dinah Beach Yacht Club - your one-stop pit-stop in tropical Australia
If you're thinking of travelling to tropical Australia, there's a unique yacht
club you should visit for repairs, re-stocking and connection with like-minded
sorts. Nestled in the inner harbour in tropical Darwin, Northern Territory,
Australia, Dinah Beach Cruising Yacht Association specialises in providing a
range of DYI opportunities for the cruising yachtsman.
This down to earth quirky club, 34 years old, offers hard stand sites (with
option to reside), careening poles, pontoon access, showers, laundry and a
basic workshop. There are two marine chandlery shops and other specialist
marine equipment stores within walking distance. It also has a relaxed open
air licensed premises open seven days and a kitchen, affectionately named
the Galley, which has just undergone a big refurbishment with new caterers
and a new menu. Live music three times a week provides a great backdrop
for social engagement.
Another strong point of this Club is its strong community focus its members
are marine folk with years of experience that provide local advice,
professional services, look after their mates and welcome visitors with the
promise of stories to share. Visiting membership for 28 days is available at
the bar free if you are a member of another yacht club outside Darwin or
only $20 if you are not.
The Club also runs the wet season race series from November to March and
the international Darwin to Ambon Yacht Race each year in August.

Visit www.dbcya.com.au for more information
and ask for a DBCYA burgee when you depart!
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Southport Yacht Club Sailing Academy host first training camp of its kind in Australian history
Dickinson, on board
the brand new Nacra
15, Team Fastway
which is proudly
sponsored by Fastway
Couriers.

Words & photos courtesy of Southport Yacht Club
Tuesday 17th January, Southport Yacht Club's (SYC) Hollywell Sailing
Squadron held the first session of a four day Nacra 15 Training Camp.
Conducted by Olympic Silver Medallist Darren Bundock, this is the first
training camp of its kind in Australian history.
Darren heads the Multihull division for Australian Sailing as the Development
Officer and Multihull Sailing Coach. Darren will be joined by coach's Danny
Fuller and Brady Lowe along withOlympic Class, Nacra 17 sailors Sam
Simmonds and Mac von Richter.
The objective of the camp is to ensure the boats are setup correctly and the
sailors adapt the correct techniques from the start. At least 11 vessels will
be sailing on the Gold Coast Broadwater during the training sessions
including Southport Yacht Club junior sailors, Matthew Hatton and Matthew
The Coastal Passage #82, February - March, 2017,

“We are ecstatic to
have the new Nacra
15's at Southport, they
are such an
inspirational design for
our youth sailors and
assist immensely in
gaining the on-water
skills required to follow Olympic dreams. The Hollywell Sailing Academy
continues to grow with the future of International Sailing, and opportunities
like this allow continual expansion and improvement for our sailors,” said
Southport Yacht Club Commodore, Kerry Noyes.
Designed to meet the International Sailing Federation (ISAF) criteria, the
Nacra 15 class has become the new official ISAF youth catamaran. Giving
world class youth sailors a modernised catamaran that can carry more crew
weight than current designs. The Nacra 15 resembles a lot to its bigger
sister, the Olympic Nacra 17. In fact, the Nacra 15 is a mini version of the
Olympic Nacra 17, creating a pathway towards the Olympics.

For more news from the Southport Yacht Club go to:
www.southportyachtclub.com.au

A win for Southport Yacht Club crew at the 30th Anniversary of Phuket's Kings Cup
In a division of twelve (12) entries, Craig Alcock and his team from Australia took on some
of the World's best Multihull Racing competition including entries from Russia, Great Brittan
and New Zealand just to name a few. 12 division comprising of 93 entrants made up the
30th Anniversary Kings Cup Regatta, held in Phuket (Thailand) from December 3 10, 2016.
Phanton V, a Stealth 13 was launched from Asia Catamaran's one week prior to the
event. Owner and Skipper, Andrew Hurford who resides just south of the Queensland
border, in Ballina took possession of his new vessel and gathered his family for the
occasion. The crew also included Craig Alcock, Craig's daughter Shelly and Tim Trezise, a
long term friend from their School days at The Southport School, on the Gold Coast.
“It took a couple of races to get to know and understand the boat, however it did not take
long. After the second days racing, we had a good appreciation of the vessel. Coming into
the last race, we were in second (2nd) trailing Thor by three (3) points so we were
somewhat pleased with getting on the podium in our first regatta. The last day, just went
our way, and we secured another first (1st) place and took out the regatta on a count back”
said Craig.
Craig is not only a keen sailor at Southport Yacht Club, but also an extremely
valuable part of the Club's Volunteer team. Craig and Andrew raced Hobie 16's
together back in the 1980's representing Australia in the 1985 Fiji World
Championships.
Craig is looking forward to returning to Phuket in 2017 to defend their winning title.
For full results visit: www.kingscup.com/result

For more news from the Southport Yacht Club go to:
www.southportyachtclub.com.au
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BareBones to the rescue

Story & photos by Bob Norson, SC BareBones
The Kumai river runs hard and is clogged with debris from the palm
oil plantations up river that form the foundation of the local
economy aside from the Orangutan reserve tourism. Clusters of
palm heads come down river as small islands.
The anchorage near the park entrance downriver from town is
much safer due to being out of the worst of the flow but I had
The Coastal Passage #82, February - March, 2017,

moved up to make some raids into town for fuel and provisions and
just to have a look.
A cat that I had seen come in the day before was near where I
anchored. A new Seawind set up for party boat work. I didn't like
the stuff I saw coming down the river so flicked up my rudders and
pulled the boards well out. The stuff slipped under our hulls but still
the cable could collect the debris.
continued next page...

BareBones to the rescue

I noticed the Seawind had fouled
her rudders to the point I was
surprised she hadn't drug already
so made a point to keep an eye out
as I had seen no crew aboard.
Perhaps they had gone to the
reserve. I noted the big barge
anchored just aft of the cat with its
tug alongside.
As I was working inside I noticed
the cat sliding by! Dinghy in as
fast a s I could. Grabbed a
bamboo pole and tied it up to the
cat and started struggling with the
debris. It was much deeper and
harder that I assumed. The bow of
the barge was towering overhead
as I jumped up and down on the
mass desperate to dislodge it.

motors, raise gear and swing
by with a line for the barge
crew to take up and make
fast.
I showed the barge crew
how to operate the anchor
windlass, they had never
seen anything like that. They
got the anchor part way up
before the chain jammed in
the hawse. It was enough
though. We drug the whole
mess away from the barge
and getting ready to reset the
gear when a hire boat showed
up from shore with the
skipper. Fine, all yours mate!
Turned out it was a delivery
from the Seawind factory in
Vietnam to Darwin.

Just as we were about to hit I
freed the last of it and the anchor
hooked back up as we were swept to the port side. No keys in the
ignition.. shit. I motored back to BareBones and grabbed some fenders
as the side of the barge was toxic to new boat.

For our work I got a six pack of beer and three fenders that I can not
clean. Permanently stained even against Jiff! Needless to say I was
thrilled!

Came back and got them in with the help of the barge crew shoving the
cat out while we squeezed the fenders in. Then back to BareBones, start

Did I do the right thing? Should I have just left it?
you think?
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I dunno. What do

Why DIY is always the best way to sell your boat
By Stuart Mears,
SY Velella & Author of “OVER- BOATED?”
When it comes to selling a boat, the vendor's first
impulse is often to hand-ball responsibility over to a
yacht broker. Maybe the boat has become a mental
block; maintenance has been neglected and the
vendor just wants it gone.
But the reality is that this mindset is an open invitation
to rape. Bend over if you must, but it's not to be
recommended as a recipe for survival, let alone
financial prosperity.
A big part of the reason why boat prices have crashed
since 2007 has to do with precisely this dysfunctional
vendor mindset against a backdrop of generalized
financial stress.
There is a very powerful reason why this tactic fails
every time; which is also the reason why DIY is
nowadays the only way to go.
The reason has nothing to do with broker commission.
While the broker's commission is often cited by
vendors, the rationale for DIY has absolutely nothing
to do with cutting out the middle man and saving
commission.
The yacht broker business model is about getting deals
across the line. And even though the boat vendor pays

the broker's commission, for multiple reasons it's the vendor
not the buyer that will be leant upon in a price negotiation. The
vendor is already in the broker's pocket. The buyer on the other
hand represents not only an immediate opportunity, but also
future business because every buyer becomes a vendor. The
broker leans on the vendor and price takes a hit.
The thing is, buyer emotion trumps price every time. But
activating buyer emotion must begin the moment your
prospective buyer discovers your vessel on the Internet. If
you're serious about selling your boat for its true worth, you
absolutely need know how to activate buyer emotional
response. Step by step, it's in the book.
A SPECIAL OFFER FROM STUART AND ITS FREE!
DIY boat vendor advertisers in the The Coastal Passage now
have access to a free copy of OVER-BOATED? (the book) in
whichever format is e-reader compatible. If you are one of
them send me an email at editor@over-boated.com and
specify your e-reader.
Additionally the author offers TCP advertisers a critique of your
boat for sale presentation a few suggestions that is to
improve response and better your chances of hooking the ideal
buyer.
And like his sainted mother was fond of saying: “no one likes a
smart arse”…he promises to be on his best behavior, to be
positive and encouraging at all times, so no reason not to take
him up on the offer.
It's free…promise!

w w.overboated.com
www.overboated.com

Boats & stuff for sale
See the web site for more information and payment details:

www.thecoastalpassage.com/boatsforsale.html

email TCP: mail@thecoastalpassage.com
with photos and text. We do the rest!

Helen of Troy is for sale
Located at Bayview Harbour Yacht Squadron,
Runaway Bay, QLD
Michael: Ph: 0408 752 301
Email: sales@southernseasmarine.com
For more photos & details see:
www.thecoastalpassage.com/multihulls.html

$35,000
1979 Currawong 30
Totally rebuilt from the ground up 2014. Helen of Troy was out
of the water for 4 years at my house and the final 3 months at
Gold Coast City Marina. All work was professionally done.

FreeFall is for sale

A BARGAIN at $55,000
Includes brand new
power tilt outboards!

10m SEAWIND
Located Seaforth (Mackay)
contact Mike: 0448 413 538
For more details see: www.thecoastalpassage.com/multihulls.html

Imagine is for sale

1995 14mtr Simpson
Australian registered yacht. Large &
spacious cruising cat, proven offshore
voyager. Owner built to high standard.
All amenities inc. washer/dryer. Twin
diesels in good order & all the nav gear
plus charts-paper & electronic.
Everything to go anywhere
PRICE REDUCED TO $228.000
Located Gold Coast, QLD.
Contact Alan:
0432 967 072

email almacevansh@gmail.com
For more details see: www.thecoastalpassage.com/multihulls.html

Paradise is for sale
$175,000

36ft x 20ft Bridge deck Fibreglass sailing
catamaran launched December, 1991. One
owner, Aust Registered Ship 855122. Built
by Ostac Brisbane (Farrier trimaran builder)
now Corsair Marine. Sydney Boat Show
display vessel 1992 & 1993.
Luxury
internal fitout.
Full headroom below. 3
Double cabins, huge galley, separate toilet &
shower on bridgedeck.
Foam cored
fibreglass with mini keels & hydraulic
steering to spade rudders. Fitted out for
long term & remote cruising/living aboard.

Berthed in Darwin, Northern Territory
(airfare refunded on purchase)
Phone Steve: 0437 747 696
email: swagner@optusnet.com.au
For more details see:
www.thecoastalpassage.com/multihulls.html

Vision is for sale

50ft Steel Pilothouse Cruising Ketch
more on next page...
more on next page...

Vision is for sale

120 HP MWM 6 cylinder diesel,
reconditioned BW gearbox, new
uni's in jack shaft, reconditioned 3
cylinder Kubota driving 8kva 4 pole
genset, runs at 1500 rpm, much
wiring renewed, new led interior
lighting, new battery banks, fully
repainted, tankage for 1700 litres
diesel and 800 litres water, some
new electronics, massive amount
of storage, plenty of hanging
lockers, this is a big yacht with 6ft
8in headroom throughout.
Large aft cabin with queen size
double, ensuite, with another head
forward. New stove and new gas
installation, new stainless sink,
12V fridge/freezer in galley and a
microwave.
Large engine room allowing excellent
all around access to engines for routine
servicing.

Hull is 6mm Corten medium tensile steel, reputed to be more rust
resistant than mild steel, this boat is well equipped for long range
liveaboard cruising, and furlers on headsail and in main and mizzen masts
simplifies short handed sailing. Dual helms, on covered aft deck and in
pilothouse.

Large ice box forward could easily be
refrigerated. Hot and cold water with
new hot water service. 2 x 12V
macerator toilets with holding tank on
forward head.

This vessel has recently undergone an extensive refit and there doesn't Nicely varnished timber finishes
throughout in a generally light, bright,
appear to be anything left to spend.

interior. Large furling genoa has been
sailmaker inspected and new UV protection
strips added. In mast furling main and
mizzen sails.
No expense spared refit recently completed
with the view of long range world cruising
and unfortunately unexpected health
problems have put paid to these plans and
the boat has reluctantly been placed on the
market, at well below cost and well under
insured value of $220,000. Now reduced to
$165,000 this is good value for money. More
details on www.nqboats.com.au

SY New Song

42'6'' on deck, 3.6 mtr Beam, 1.8 draft,
Samson cutter rigged ketch, centre
cockpit. 45hp HRW Lister Diesel, Eutectic
fridge, Radar, GPS, Electric anchor winch,
2x225litre fuel, 450litre water, Gas cooker,
Hydraulic Steering, TMQ Auto-Pilot, Arco
winches, Aquapro dinghy with 4hp Yamaha
O/B, 60lb plough anchor on 10mm s/l chain
(80m) spare 45lb plough.
New Song is a reliable passage maker and
comfortable live aboard yacht. With double
bunk , nav station and vanity aft. A “galley
alley” leads forward to a spacious saloon
forward of which is the head/shower, sail
bin and tool area, the forepeak has a vee
berth and chain locker. Deck work is easy
as most sail control lines lead to the cockpit.
I have sailed many miles single handed.
We have moved to small acreage, and offer
her for sale as a great opportunity for
anyone interested in cruising, an extremely
satisfying and enjoyable lifestyle.
We
would also be very negotiable to a buyer
who would take her over and use her well.

$45,000 ono

For more details & photos see:
www.thecoastalpassage.com/monohulls.html
or phone owner, Geoff on 0414 857 300

New Song is currently moored at Iluka, on
the NSW north coast.
The vessel is
probable worth 70k but the asking price is
45k ono, considering the current boat
market, and my desire to see her carry
someone else on their cruising adventure.

MOULDS FOR SALE

and/or SHED FOR RENT

52 feet
Burgess
Catamaran
Would you like to
build one of these?

Finished boat available for
inspection near Tweed Heads, NSW
For more info:
ph: 0418 746 773
email: bobburgessb52@gmail.com

18x12mtr. / 60x40ft.
Power & water
Quiet & clean
Located near south
Tweed Heads, NSW
For more info:
ph: 0418 746 773
email: bobburgessb52@gmail.com

LIZARD YACHTS
Peter Kerr designs
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Plans For the Amateur and Professional Builder
In ALUMINIUM to Survey standards if required
POWER AND SAIL 7m - 15m

This site will feature building projects from as great a
variety of materials and build methods as possible.
If it's a cat or any project that relates or enlightens
we want to feature it here. How about yours??

Share your experience or learn from others

www.lizardyachts.com.au
www.buildacat.com

pete@lizardyachts.com.au
0428 857 336

The name you can rely on!

www.windslyce.com

WINDSLYCE is a range of
Full Batten Mainsail Equipment,
Mainsheet Travellers, and
Recirculating Ball products
produced by
AUSMAN ENGINEERING
and ASSOCIATES Pty Ltd.
We are an Australian
manufacturer, not a retail shop.
Founded in 1992, AUSMAN
ENGINEERING is based in
Sydney at:
Ausman Engineering &
Associates Pty Ltd
142B Bellevue Rd.
Bellview Hill,
New South Wales,
Australia 2023
Email: njl@windslyce.com
Ph: 0411 103 811
Fax: 61 2 9328 1956

REPRESENTED IN:
QUEENSLAND • VICTORIA
NORTHERN TERRITORY
TASMANIA • SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Call for a quote before you order your next sail,
You’ll be amazed at what you save!

DG Marine - Australian Distributor
www.dgmarine.com.au
dgmarine@bigpond.net.au
0438 563 164

DELPHIA YACHTS and POWERBOATS
NOW IMPORTING DIRECT
FROM THE FACTORY
Townsville Slipways Boatsales have been involved
with Delphia Yachts since 2008, and have been
impressed with the build quality, engineering and
innovative designs that have produced boats that
are stable, responsive to the helm and easily
handled.
The sailing yacht designs include the D24 One
design, D29, D31, D34, D40.3, the luxury D46 Deck
Saloon, and the flagship D47.
The “Delphia Escape” range of displacement motor
cruisers are also available, modern contemporary
designs, with advanced hull designs providing very
easily driven hulls giving excellent fuel economy.
This range has 6 models from 7m to 13.5m.
All models are available on order.

TOWNSVILLE SLIPWAYS BOATSALES

07 47214472
0415 495 507
seacraft@bigpond.com
www.nqboats.com.au

DELPHIA YACHTS and POWERBOATS
New release
September 2014 - the Delphia Escape 1100s, an
advanced planing sedan cruiser, capable of 28 knots
with a single 300HP 4 cylinder diesel.
Allan says: “The new Escape 1100S motor cruiser has a
unique advanced hull design. Every planing hull I can
ever think of, for the last 50 years, has a dead straight
keel/bottom running aft once you get past the curvature
of the stem. This boat has a flat run from about midships the planing area - then curves upwards a little as it goes
forward, to an almost plumb bow. Quite a lot of the hull up
out of the water at speed.
This hull intrigues me. The under water bow is very fine,
as are the displacement models, so at displacement
speeds there is hardly any bow wave at all, and therein is,
as I say "a very easily driven hull.” This of course will
relate to good fuel economy, or to put it another way, no
necessity for big horsepower engines.”

TOWNSVILLE SLIPWAYS BOATSALES

07 47214472
0415 495 507
seacraft@bigpond.com
www.nqboats.com.au

ADVERTISE IN THE COASTAL PASSAGE!

The Coastal Passage

AD RATES for TCP
(inc GST)*

Full page: $200
2 full pages (per edition): $350
Three full pages (per edition):
$400
½ page: $175
Two half pages (per edition): $300
This also includes a full page of content
in Boating News - a chance to explain
fully, the advantages of your product or
service.
"HOT LINKS" to your web site and
email address on your ads!
If you have a request for prices on
blocks of ads not mentioned above,
email your request.

Average over 100,000 downloads per edition

We are happy to assist in you ad design
layout, and editorial content.

Australia’s most popular marine publication by a mile!

*There may be extra charges for production
depending on the complexity of ad.

For more information on advertising in the TCP go to:

Deadline for TCP 83:
www.thecoastalpassage.com/advertiseinTCP.html OR email us at: mail@thecoastalpassage.com
March 24, 2017

Support YOUR TCP!

Dear TCP Readers,
Now in its 14th year The Coastal
Passage has been successful
because of its focus on telling the
real stories about real people on
real boats and issues real boaties
find interesting and important.
From what we hear and from what
our web statistics program tells us,
there must be many of you that get
a lot out of the paper too. If you
are one of those, how about
contributing a little support for
your paper.

OR spend your money with TCP
advertisers and tell them this is
your way to support TCP!
Cheers and happy boating!
Kay and Bob Norson

For details on sponsoring TCP see:
www.thecoastalpassage.com/sponsorTCP.html

